
 
 
 

Walking Box Timeline 

1894-Rock Springs Land and Cattle Company ranch started with 1,000,000 acres 

1928-31- Ranch broken up and sold in parcels 

1931-Rex Bell buys 400,000 acre parcel to raise cattle and get away from Los Angeles Ranch 
house built 

1934-35- Two story addition built on main house. New master bedroom and children’s bedroom 
built 

1936- Bell Ranch changed to Walking Box Ranch 

1940’s- Clara Bow and Rex Bell separate 

1952-Bell sells ranch to Karl Weikel; name changes to YKL Ranch 

1989 Viceroy Gold Corp buys ranch, spends $750,000 to refurbish property, adds tennis court 
and terra-cotta tiles on bottom floor in main house 

1993-94 Nature Conservancy buys ranch and 151,331 acres surrounding ranch 

2000- Las Vegas Gaming Investments buys ranch for $950,000 

2005-BLM purchases ranch from Las Vegas Gaming Investments for just under $2 million 

2006-UNLV  and BLM enter agreement to manage and preserve the Walking Box Ranch for a 
period of ten years 

2009-WBR placed on National Register of Historic places 

  



 
“Navajo Weaving: A Study in 

Cultural Change and Adaptability” 
 

From: Southwest Crossroads Spotlight 

“Navajo Weaver on an Upright Loom,” Ford Nez (Artist)   

Navajos say Spider Woman taught them to weave with directions from Spider Man. 
Spider Woman’s woven cross still appears in Navajo weaving today. 

The early Navajos were a nomadic hunting and gathering people. Navajo weaving tells a 
story of their encounters and adaptations with neighboring cultures over 300 years. 
Archaeologists have found bits of cloth in abandoned settlements. These bits suggest that 
sometime during the 1600s, the Navajos cultivated and wove cotton. 

During the Spanish occupation in the 1500s and 1600s, some Pueblo people fled to areas 
where the Navajos lived. Navajos took others, especially women and children, as 
captives. Some of these people became the ancestors of contemporary Navajos. In this 
cultural exchange, the Navajos learned Pueblo-style weaving. After the Spanish 
introduced churro sheep, Navajo weavers began to weave with wool. 

For the next 150 years, Pueblo, Spanish, and Mexican designs influenced Navajo weaving 
through trade. Navajos began by weaving garments for themselves, such as the 
wraparound mantas worn by both women and men. They also wove shirts and 
breechcloths. Later, weavers wove blankets shaped like Mexican serapes with Mexican 
Saltillo designs. 

Navajo weaving shows the influence of the opening of the Santa Fe Trail in 1821. An 
American trader named Josiah Gregg made many trips over the Santa Fe Trail between 
St. Louis and Chihuahua, Mexico. The trader wrote that Navajo blankets were “of so 
close and dense a texture that [they] will frequently hold water…[and are] therefore 
highly prized for protection against the rains.” 

Weavers began to use manufactured aniline dyes along with their traditional natural 
plant and mineral dyes in the 1800s. They sometimes unraveled fabric woven in Saxony, 
Germany, and Germantown, Pennsylvania, to get yarn dyed in bright shades of red. Once 
manufactured clothing became available, Navajos began wearing store-bought apparel 



 
and sold what they wove. Pueblos, Plains Indians, Mexicans, and Anglo-Americans alike 
valued Navajo cloth highly for its beauty and durability. 

Weaving survived the many changes and adaptations in Navajo history. Comanches and 
Utes began moving onto Navajo lands during the 1800s. In response, Navajo warriors 
raided neighboring pueblos and Hispanic villages. In 1863 the United States Army 
rounded up 8,000 Navajos to stop the raiding and warfare. The army burned farms and 
cut down peach trees. It starved the Navajos out of their canyon lands by killing their 
sheep and other livestock. The Army marched the captives to Bosque Redondo at Fort 
Sumner. During the forced imprisonment at Bosque Redondo, the army issued wool and 
cotton thread to the Navajos. They were able to continue weaving. 

 

“The Complete Story of a Navajo Blanket, Canyon de Chelly, Arizona,” Unidentified (Artist)   

When the army finally allowed the Navajos to return to their homes in 1867, it issued 
14,000 sheep to them. By 1892, these flocks numbered 1.75 million. Weaving the wool 
into blankets and clothing to wear and trade was an important part of the Navajos’ 
economy. Army posts, trading posts, and the coming of the railroad in the 1880s led to a 
booming trade for weavers. But overgrazing, the drought years of 1891-92, followed by a 
drop in the price of wool in 1894 caused an economic downswing. 

Tourism introduced new interest in Navajo culture. Hotel owner Fred Harvey promoted 
commercial tours of the Southwest by train and automobile. Tourists, like earlier 
residents of the Southwest, prized Navajo rugs for their quality and beauty. Weaving 
remains an exciting expression of Navajo culture. 

 



 
 
 
 

 
 
Object:   Pump Wrench  
Dates Used:  1920s through 1940s 
 

Pump wrenches like this were used on a variety of water pumps, particularly in the 1920s 

through the 1940s, but of course the equipment often remained in use for much longer. Ranches 

and farms particularly tend to maintain their own equipment as much as possible, and while these 

wrenches could be used for anything from a Ford or Chevrolet vehicle to water pumps by Ford 

or other companies, the challenge for our cataloging team was to try and discover how this tool 

would have been used on the Walking Box Ranch.  

Among the many things this project has taught us, an important one is that you never 

know where knowledge can come from. It turns out that one of the students’ father was a 

mechanic beginning in the 1950s who worked on vehicles and motorized water pumps that used 

these types of wrenches and was able to help us identify this one. Once the object was identified, 

we began researching to attempt to discover how it was used on this particular ranch. 

As it turns out, there is an old water pump as part of a refrigeration unit that is still on the 

Walking Box Ranch site resting near the hide-drying area of the ranch. While there are 

possibilities beyond this one, it leads to a reasonable conclusion at this point in our research that 

this pump wrench would have been used on this piece of machinery during the regular course of 

on-site maintenance and repair. 



 
 

 
 
Object:   Triangle Dinner Bell 
 
Date:             Unknown 
 
 Also known as chuckwagon dinner bells, triangles such as this one signaled the cowboys 

working on the ranch that chowtime had arrived.  Forged from iron by a blacksmith, the triangle 

hung from a hook outside the kitchen area.  A metal “striker” was then used to bang about inside 

the triangle, sounding out a call that could be heard across the ranch that it was time to come 

back and get some grub.  On long cattle drives, the chuckwagon served as a mobile kitchen, 

carrying all the food and cooking equipment.  All of the meals were prepared and served from 

the chuckwagon, and triangle dinner bells functioned as convenient and portable methods of 

announcing mealtime. 

 This particular triangle bell is part of a larger collection of food related items that have 

been catalogued at the Walking Box Ranch.  These other items include a variety of cooking 

utensils such as a meat grinder, a tea kettle, a very large cooking pot, and various pans.  There is 

also another, much larger conventional dinner bell in the collection.  Much heavier than the 

triangle, this other bell is more stationary.  Future research will have to determine exactly where 

and when on the Walking Box Ranch each dinner bell served its purpose.    



 

Public History Students Involved with 
the Walking Box Ranch Project 

 
Name: Alison Bazylinski  
Year in Program: 1st year M.A. student.  
Area of Study: 19th and 20th century American material culture, specifically textiles. 
What I Learned from this Project: I learned the process of storing and caring for textiles 
 
Name: Mike Bennion 
Year in Program: 2nd year M.A. student 
Area of Study: American Religions, Native-Americans and the West in the 19th century. 
What I Learned from this Project: During the History 749 Walking Box Ranch Project, I 
learned the process of physically cataloging  metal objects, including how to order 
materials needed and how to mix lacquer to mark the objects, as well as interfacing the 
material culture with an on-line database. 
 
Name: Sara Black 
Year in Program: 2nd year M.A. student 
Area of Study: The National Parks of the American West 
What I Learned from this Project: I learned how Walking Box Ranch connects to the 
larger themes of creating a western identity through the stories of Rex Bell and Clara 
Bow.  
 
Name: Jacob Casseus  
Year in Program: 1st year M.A. student 
Area of Study: Colonial American History 
What I Learned from this Project: I learned about the difficulties of identifying 
miscellaneous artifacts and correlating them with the history of the site.  
  
Name: Ashley Marie Guthrie 
Year: Second Year M.A. student 
Area of Study: American & American West (19th/20th century culture) 
What I Learned from this Project: I learned a lot about building interpretations, education 
program, and walking tour for a historic--cultural heritage, site. Judging what is included 
and excluded, with attention to discretion and entertainment, proved challenging and eye 
opening; "Oh, this is how public history is done!" I also gained insight regarding project 
management and cooperation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Name: Kristin Guthrie 
Year in Program: 2nd year M.A. student 
Area of Study: Governance and Political Economy of the American West 
What I Learned from this Project: I learned interpretative methods and how to shape a 
historic place into something presentable to the public. Interpretation requires completely 
different skills than academic research, which I think is the greatest lesson. 
 
 
Name: Kevin Hanken 
Year in Program: 2nd year M.A. student 
Area of Study: Revolution and Social Reform Movements.  
What I Learned from this Project: I learned how to catalog and organize artifacts related 
to ranching. 
 
Name: Margaret Huettl  
Year in Program: 2nd year PH.D student 
Area of Study: 20th Century Native American History 
What I Learned from this Project: As a part of this project, I learned about the 
complexities of coordinating between institutions  
 
Name: Brent Sprinkle 
Year in Program: 1st year M.A. student 
Area of Study: History of Southwestern Borderlands 
What I Learned from this Project: I learned about what sorts of tools were necessary to 
run a working ranch.  
 
Name: James Turben 
Year in Program: 2nd year M.A. student 
Area of Study: American History 
What I Learned from this Project: I learned that public history is not always glamorous 
and preserving history can be tedious at times. I also learned one can’t let one’s opinion 
of what’s important enter into it. That’s for the interpreters.  
 
Name: Deirdre Clemente, PhD 
Area of Study: Public History, 20th century American cultural history 
What I Learned from this Project: 1) UNLV is a dynamic and thriving institution 
dedicated to teaching students applicable skills, while prioritizing scholarship. 2) There is 
nothing more peaceful than the desert in late October. 3) Grad students make an 
amazingly productive workforce. 
 
 


