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Part I Introduction to Goldfield.  
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 Tucked away in the Middle of Central Nevada on a narrow two lane highway located 

between Nevada’s two largest populated areas, 200 miles north of Las Vegas and 250 miles 

south of Reno is the remains of a city that once dwarfed both.  If you were to travel to Goldfield 

today you would be greeted by a small town composed of a collection of turn of the century 

buildings, one restaurant, and an impressive castle inspired courthouse, but if you blinked you 

might miss the town all together. From a casual observer’s position many would find it hard to 

believe that Goldfield in first decade of the twentieth century was the largest city in the state of 

Nevada and once had a population that exceeded over 20,000 and ended talks of repealing 

Nevada’s statehood due to low population. As the name implies gold drew tens of thousands of 

people out to the middle of the Central Nevada Desert. 

 Gold rushers traveled across the desert by horseback, wagon, train, and automobile to 

reach one of the richest gold strikes in American history. The wealth generated from the mines 

transformed the landscape of region as modern conveniences such as electricity and water were 

provided to the town and roads and railways were constructed to reach the mines. Goldfield 

became the most influential city in Nevada and hosted international automobile races as well as 

world championship boxing matches. Yet the economic health of the city depended upon the 

mines and as the ore depleted so too did the strength of the city as a combination of natural and 

manmade disasters reduced the city to a shadow of what it once was. Today many buildings still 

stand and the look of downtown has changed little since 1923. The buildings stand in this now 

mostly forgotten town in central Nevada reminding us it was once was the largest and most 

modern in the state.  

                                                           
1 “Street Scenes SS1c” S. & N. Sirens, “Goldfield’s Historical Heritage,” Domain Enterprises Compact Disk. 



Part II—About This Lesson 

 This lesson is based on the National Historic Landmark registration form “Goldfield 

Historic District” (82003213) and a collection of secondary and primary sources from UNLV 

Special Collections and private archives. It was written by Anthony Graham, a graduate student 

at the University of Nevada Las Vegas History Department. This lesson brings the importance of 

remote historic places into classrooms across the country.  

B. Where it fits: National History Standards and Common Core Standards 

 I. Relevant History Standards for Grades 5-12 

 Era 6: Standard 1: How the rise of corporations, heavy industry, and mechanized farming 

transformed the American people 

 Era 6: Standard 3: The rise of the American labor movement and how political issues 

reflected social and economic changes 

 II. Relevant Curriculum Standards for Social Studies 

 Standard 1A: Distinguish between past, present, and future time 

 Standard 1B: Identify the temporal structure of a historical narrative or story. 

 Standard 1C: Establish temporal order in constructing historical narratives of their own.  

 Standard 1F: Reconstruct patterns of historical succession and duration; explain 

historical continuity and change. 

 Standard 2A: Identify the author or source of the historical document or narrative and 

assess its credibility.  

 Standard 2B: Reconstruct the literal meaning of a historical passage.  

 Standard 2D: Differentiate between historical facts and historical interpretations.  

 Standard 2E: Read historical narratives imaginatively.  

 Standard 2F: Appreciate historical perspectives.  

 Standard 2G: Draw upon data in historical maps.  

 Standard 3A: Compare and contrast differing sets of ideas.  

 Standard 3B: Consider multiple perspectives.  

 Standard 3D: Distinguish between unsupported expressions of opinion and informed 

hypotheses grounded in historical evidence.  

 Standard 3F: Compare competing historical narratives.  

 Standard 4B: Obtain historical data from a variety of sources.  

 Standard 4C: Interrogate historical data.  

 Standard 4F: Support interpretations with historical evidence.  

 Standard 5A: Identify issues and problems in the past.  

 Standard 5D: Evaluate alternative courses of action.  

 Standard 5F: Evaluate the implementation of a decision.  

  

 

III. Relevant Common Core Standards: English Language Arts -History/ Social Studies 

 



Grade 6- 8th 

 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.1- Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and 

secondary sources. 

 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.2- Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary 

source; provide an accurate summary of the source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions. 

 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.3- Identify key steps in a text's description of a process related to 

history/social studies (e.g., how a bill becomes law, how interest rates are raised or lowered). 

 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.7- Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, 

videos, or maps) with other information in print and digital texts. 

 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.8- Distinguish among fact, opinion, and reasoned judgment in a text. 

 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.9- Analyze the relationship between a primary and secondary source on 

the same topic. 

 

Grade 9-10th 

 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.9-10.1- Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and 

secondary sources, attending to such features as the date and origin of the information. 

 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.9-10.2- Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary 

source; provide an accurate summary of how key events or ideas develop over the course of the text. 

 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.9-10.3- Analyze in detail a series of events described in a text; determine 

whether earlier events caused later ones or simply preceded them. 

 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.9-10.6- Compare the point of view of two or more authors for how they treat 

the same or similar topics, including which details they include and emphasize in their respective accounts. 

 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.9-10.7- Integrate quantitative or technical analysis (e.g., charts, research data) 

with qualitative analysis in print or digital text. 

 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.9-10.9- Compare and contrast treatments of the same topic in several primary 

and secondary sources. 

Grade 11- 12th 

 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.11-12.1- Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and 

secondary sources, connecting insights gained from specific details to an understanding of the text as a 

whole. 

 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.11-12.2- Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary 

source; provide an accurate summary that makes clear the relationships among the key details and ideas. 

 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.11-12.3- Evaluate various explanations for actions or events and determine 

which explanation best accords with textual evidence, acknowledging where the text leaves matters 

uncertain. 

 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.11-12.6- Evaluate authors' differing points of view on the same historical 

event or issue by assessing the authors' claims, reasoning, and evidence 

 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.11-12.7- Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in 

diverse formats and media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, as well as in words) in order to address a question 

or solve a problem. 

 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.11-12.8- Evaluate an author's premises, claims, and evidence by corroborating 

or challenging them with other information. 

 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.11-12.9- Integrate information from diverse sources, both primary and 

secondary, into a coherent understanding of an idea or event, noting discrepancies among sources. 

 

C. Objectives for Students 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/7/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/8/
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http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/9-10/7/
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http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/11-12/8/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/11-12/9/


 1. To practice using photographical evidence to track the changes to landscapes and 

communities.  

 2. To describe the events that triggered the 20th century gold rush of Southern Nevada 

and the mass movement of people into Goldfield. Then describe what contributed to the decline 

of Goldfield.  

 3. To explain how the natural environment can affect the development of the built 

landscape and the life and death of communities. 

 4. To identify the economic origins of their own community and compare it with other 

historical examples.  

 5. To understand the causes of and the effect of federal intervention and manipulation in 

labor disputes  

  

D. Materials for Students 

 The materials listed below can be accessed on the computer or printed out and passed out 

to the class.  

1. 2 Maps of Nevada from the Early 20th Century—One showing a full map of the state 

of Nevada and another showing the route of the Las Vegas and Tonopah Railroad 

2. 4 readings on the rise and fall of Goldfield—the readings are titled: “Discovery and 

Boom,” “Promoters of Goldfield and the Grand Fight,” “Strike and Labor Strife,” and 

“Disaster and Decline.” The readings also include 4 primary documents for analysis. 

3. 8 photographs of Goldfield—Includes an image of Main Street 1906, two contrasting 

town views from 1904 and 1908 respectively, a postcard of an ore shipment in front 

of Goldfield Consolidated Mines, an image of the Gans-Nelson fight, miners working 

in the Mohawk Mine, an image of the great flood of 1913, and the destruction from 

the fire of 1923.  

E. Visiting the Site 

 The town of Goldfield is located along US route 95 in Esmerelda County, Nevada. It can 

be visited through a 3 hour drive north on US 95 from Las Vegas, or a 4 hour drive south from 

Reno, NV. Many of the buildings from Goldfield’s boom days are still standing, including the 

Nixon Building and the Goldfield Hotel and the highway goes directly through the historic 

district. The town comes alive during the annual Goldfield Days celebration held every year on 

the first weekend of August, though the town may be visited any day of the year.  

 

 

 

Part III 



Getting Started: Inquiry Question 

2 

What is happening in this picture? 

What is this building used for? 

Where in the country do you think this is? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Locating the Site: maps 

                                                           
2 “Mines MI3d” S. & N. Sirens, “Goldfield’s Historical Heritage,” Domain Enterprises Compact Disk. 
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3 “Map Mp-1” S. & N. Sirens, “Goldfield’s Historical Heritage,” Domain Enterprises Compact Disk. 
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4 “Las Vegas and Tonopah Railroad Map” UNLV Special Collections, Goldfield Collection, Box 2.  



Questions:  

Locate Esmerelda County and Goldfield on Map 1 

What major cities or landmarks can be found near Goldfield? 

What major cities are included on Map 2? How many of these cities are on your classroom map 

of the United States? 

Do these maps give you an idea if it was easy or hard to reach Goldfield? Why or why not?  

Do you see many rivers or lakes? What kind of environment do you think you would encounter 

on your way to Goldfield? 

 

 

Setting the Stage: Historical Context 

Nevada became a state in 1864 in the midst of the Civil War thanks to a boom in 

population caused the silver mining activity at the Comstock lode in Virginia City. By the turn of 

the twentieth century the boom of the early mining days had faded and Nevada’s economy had 

struggled through two decades of depression causing the population of the state to fall below the 

minimum required for statehood. The mineral strikes of Central Nevada reversed this course and 

once again attracted people to the silver state.  

 Goldfield hosted a rare twentieth century gold rush. Prospectors were drawn to the dry, 

remote Nevada desert in previous decades in search of silver and many mining towns such as 

Tonopah dotted the landscape. Goldfield alluded their picks because it did not offer silver ore, 

but gold ore. Prospectors discovered gold at the base of Colombia Mountain (the large mountain 

seen in the background of the town picture) in 1903 and quickly people began flooding in to the 

region. This once nondescript piece of desert transformed into Nevada’s largest city in only four 

years. By 1904 Goldfield had its own post office, telephone and telegraph lines, and newspapers.  

 Gold provided the reason for Goldfield’s existence. The gold ore emerging from the 

mines provided jobs for labor, profits for business, and attracted investors from far and wide. 

Because of the richness of the gold deposits the landscape was transformed to provide all the 

modern conveniences of the early 20th century. The town began as a gathering of tents and adobe 

buildings because those materials were either light or readily available in the desert, but as the 

boom moved on more and more modern buildings were added including access to electricity. 

Businesses included, saloons, hotels, photography shops, and social clubs. Unlike earlier gold 

rushes many came to Goldfield by car. Early cars had high clearances, solid rubber tires, and 

could be repaired in the field making them well suited to the desert. This also led to clashes 

between horse drawn stage companies and automobiles as they fought over who could go on 

which roads. Rail lines also arrived in town to carry both passengers and ore. The Railroads 

connected Goldfield to the rest of the country as lines headed out to the north, south and west.  

Goldfield received water through a combination of local springs from surrounding canyons and 



local wells dug around the town site. For an added fee to the city you could even have indoor 

plumbing brought to your home or business. Though, being in a desert and constantly growing 

meant water supply was always a problem. The water shortage contributed to fires in Goldfield, 

in 1906 alone there were three hotel fires in the city.  

 At its peak the city hosted sporting and entertainment events including dances, baseball 

leagues and a world championship fight that lasted a whopping 42 rounds. But by 1907 the boom 

had begun to slow and labor struggles began to emerge. The struggles between miners unions 

and mine owners made national news as President Teddy Roosevelt called troops into the city to 

put an end to the unrest. Though the growth of the city had ended 1908 proved to be the most 

productive year in the city’s history, but the city was already in decline. As the ore deposits 

depleted the city shrunk rapidly by the end of 1909 the population fell to 5,000 from a peak of 

20,000 to 30,000 in 1907. The city also began to fall apart physically. In 1913 heavy rains fell in 

the nearby mountains and a torrent of water came rushing down a nearby canyon and strait 

through town, destroying the low lying segments of town. The city committed to rebuilding but 

in 1923 another disaster, this time a fire destroyed much of the city and this time threw was little 

to no energy to rebuild, by decades end all but one rail line had ceased service and Goldfield had 

declined to a small town. Today Goldfield still stands and contrary to popular belief it is not a 

ghost town. It still has a population of 300 and serves and the county seat of Esmerelda County 

and continues to offer services including a post office, DMV, and the county courthouse.  

 

Determining the Facts: 

Reading 1. “Discovery and Boom”: 

 The discoveries in the Tonopah district at the turn of the century sparked a new era of 

mining and development. As the best sites for mining around Tonopah were claimed and large 

scale mining began to push prospectors away they began to search the countryside throughout 

the region. Two such prospectors Harry Stimler and William Marsh who had previously been 

unsuccessful in Tonopah explored the region 25 miles south of town. In the Western slopes of 

Columbia Mountain they made the first discoveries of gold ore which led to the boom of 

Goldfield. In December 1902 Marsh and Stimler located the first claims, then in 1903 the first 

samples of high grade ore were found. In January of 1904 leasers uncovered ore valued at up to 

$247 per ton, and this strike caused the first significant rush to the district and the area around 

Columbia Mountain was soon covered with a maze of mining claims.  

 Once the value of these mining sites were realized Al Myers and others laid out a grid of 

streets and blocks south of Columbia Mountain. The site was named Goldfield and quickly in 

1904 a post office, public school, and fire department opened as town sites were sold to early 

residents and businessmen. This early phase was characterized by moderate growth and 

speculation on mining ventures. Early homes were built out of whatever items could be brought 

to the region with most being constructed of adobe, and others built out of waste items such as 

barrels, bottles, and cans.  



 In the years 1904-1908 the Goldfield mining District witnessed its most intense period of 

development. The city of tents and adobe structures converted into a modern city. By late 1908 at 

the height of its development, the architectural appearance of Goldfield presented a diverse 

display of architectural types and methods. Many buildings in the business district were 

constructed of brick and stone, but the most common form of constructed resulted from wood 

frame construction. During the boom large buildings such as the courthouse, high school, and 

new fire department filled city blocks.  

 The mines of early Goldfield were employed through a leasing system that minimized 

corporate investment into the mines. As the mines became more and more profitable leasing 

gave way to corporate mining as mines began to consolidate. By the end of 1906 a partnership 

was formed by Senator George Nixon and George Wingfield in an effort to consolidate all the 

mines under one controlling ownership. The Goldfield Consolidated Mining Company became 

the most powerful mining company in the district.  

 Goldfield boasted a population of 20,000 by 1908 and was the largest city in Nevada. It 

was serviced by three railroads, had three major banks, two daily and three weekly newspapers, 

and two stock exchanges. The city streets were filled with mining supply shops, grocery stores, 

dance halls, saloons, a red light district, a theater, photography shops, and virtually any business 

that could be found in large metropolitan centers. Mining production climbed to nearly 8 million 

dollars in 1907 alone. Due to its growing wealth and political power, the Esmerelda county seat 

also moved to Goldfield. In the period of five years Goldfield grew from a collection of tents to 

the largest and most important city in Nevada. Promotion would later prove to be key for 

Goldfield as it hosted both a championship boxing fight and an international automobile race.  

Questions:  

1. Why was Goldfield founded? What was found there? 

2. What does the “Boom” in boomtown refer to? 

3. How did building techniques change as Goldfield grew larger and larger? 

4. What were some of the businesses that moved to Goldfield and why did they move 

there?  

Reading 1 was compiled from Sally Zanjani, Goldfield: The Last Gold Rush on the Western 

Frontier, (Ohio University Press: Athens), 1992; Russell R. Elliot, Nevada’s Twentieth-Century 

Mining Boom: Tonopah, Goldfield, Ely, (University of Nevada Press, Reno), 1966; WJ 

Stoneham, Atlas of the Goldfield, Tonopah and Bullfrog Mining Districts, (W.H. Shearer 

Publications, San Francisco ), 1905; Alan Patera, Goldfield’s Fabulous Boom, (Western Paces, 

Lake Oswego OR), 2013; Russell R. Elliot, “Labor Troubles in the Mining Camp at Goldfield 

Nevada, 1906-1908, Pacific Historical Review, Vol 19 No. 4 (Nov. 1950) pp. 369-384; Sally 

Zanjani, The Glory Days in Goldfield, Nevada, (University of Nevada Press, Reno), 2002; 

Goldfield Historical Society, “Goldfield historic Walking Tour Booklet” 2013; S. & N. Sirnes, 

Early History of Goldfield Nevada, (Domain Enterprises, Reno), 2009; S. Sirnes Artlip, 

Goldfield Labor Troubles and the 1907 Miners Strike, (Domain Enterprises, Reno), 2014; 



National Register for Historic Places Inventory Nomination Form, “Goldfield Historic District” 

reference number 82003213.  

 

 

Reading 2. “Promoters of Goldfield and the Great Fight”: 

Speculation and promotion played an important role in the development of Goldfield. 

The richness of the ore was a stimulus to the speculation and combined with widespread 

publicity in national newspapers millions of investment companies were formed. The most 

significant promotional scheme in Goldfield was the Gans-Nelson Championship Boxing match 

held on Spetember3, 1906 in a specially built outdoor arena capable of holding 8,000 spectators. 

Gans defeated Nelson after a staggering 42 rounds when Nelson was disqualified for a low blow. 

George Graham Rice and local fight promoter Tex Richard thought up the idea for the fight. Tex 

Richard would later go on to continue promoting fights and help establish Madison Square 

Garden as a marquis venue. They used the national press from the fight to promote Goldfield as a 

destination for “fabulous opportunities” for investment. The fight promotions highlighted and 

exaggerated Goldfield’s potential.  

This next excerpt is a history of Goldfield that was contained within the official program of the 

fight: 

 Goldfield today, a mere baby town—the most precocious youngster ever born to great riches—has a history 

so wonderful that the gifted pen of Jules Verne might well be employied in tracing out the magic of its future. It is 

difficult for citizens of staid cities of small population, and even more so for inhabitants of a great metropolis, to 

realize the wonderful growth of this city in the desert. 

 Most mining towns at some period of their growth enjoy their “boom.” While it lasts, they are in the public 

eye. “Hack” writers and pamphleteers seize the occasion to indulge in airy hyperbole and strong metaphor in 

depicting the certainty of “present opportunities” and the vastness of future “possibilities.” 

 To a remarkably slight degree has this been true of Goldfield. In its beginning Goldfield was overshadowed 

by its nearness to Tonopah. Capitalists were chary of tis “finds” and “strikes” and the little camp had to struggle 

along and make way without aid from without. There successive “booms” excited the small desert camp and, ebbing 

left it sick and dispirited in its solitude before the “boom that counted” finally came and stayed. The strike on the 

January claim, uncovered within two feet of the surface, was the real birth of Goldfield.  

 This occurred in the month of January 1904. With great leaps and bounds the district attained a position of 

eminence among the mining districts of the county in the year that followed. Gradually the suspicions of the mining 

experts who had been puzzled by the peculiar formation of the Goldfield ground gave way before the significant 

figures of ore production. Confidence succeeded, then enthusiasm, and at last in the great boom of 1905, the very 

men who a year previous had turned down some of the best properties, at the advice of their engineers, came 

flocking into the district ready to pay any price for a slice of the ground they had spurned.  

 Such names as Schwab, Clark and Newhouse suddenly appeared on the rosters of new companies. Sprang 

up on all sides formidable hoists, derricks, power houses and mills. In cam the railroad, ribbing the mines with spurs 

and making the hot, annoying journey across the desert on of Pullman luxury and comfort. Up sprang buildings of 

note, solid and pretentious, on goldfield’s main street; back on its hills comfortable, handsome residences replaced 

the tents and adobe huts. Electricity came in from Bishop, 120 miles away, its power equal to that of 4,000 horses.  



 Candles and lamps disappeared. Goldfield’s main street at night blazed with incandescent lights. 

Goldfield’s mines doubled and trebled their power and their output. More banks opened their doors and newly 

erected restaurants and hotels offered real, solid comfort to visitors and residents alike. A representative club—the 

Montezuma—was established, a town council assumed charge of the town business, a schoolhouse was erected. 

Lastly—the women came to Goldfield. With their arrival the rightness of the mining camp disappeared and the town 

began to “live up” to its opportunities. Then it might have been truly said that “Goldfield had arrived.” 

 Good order and government prevail at tall times today in this marvelous little town of the desert. Its 10,000 

inhabitants know that their lives, their property and their interests are safe and secure. They enjoy existence as do 

their neighbors of the luxurious large cities. Their incomes are large, their hopes for the future based upon the 

realities of the present are the inspiration of their daily deeds. Their enthusiasm for Goldfield is nothing less that 

superb, and their efforts for Goldfield’s welfare are unremitting.  

 Gone are the days of the wildcat, arrived longs since the era of conservatism. With all the energy and 

honesty of purpose of which Western civilization alone is capable Goldfield has applied itself to the task of bringing 

its immense opportunities within the limelight of popular inspection. Firm is the belief that the fall of 1906 will see 

the big mines of the district recognized the world over as the richest gold deposits civilization has ever known, it has 

begun its campaign for general recognition with a sporting event that should prove memorable in the annals of the 

“ring.” 

 Those who represent it in this movement are the men of high ideals and steadfast purpose. They are 

steadfast lovers of sport as they are successful pioneers of progress. Firm is their faith in their town, solid is their 

belief that here there is wealth enough for all. They extend to the country at large an invitation of genuine cordiality 

to come and see and profit.5 

Questions:  

1. Who organized the sporting event and what was it? 

2. What is the tone of this history? How does it compare to reading 1?  

3. What was the purpose of writing the history of Goldfield in what way? What does the 

author hope to achieve? 

4. Do you think was a good plan to promote Goldfield? Can you think of any other 

examples of large sporting events being used in this manner?  

Reading 2 was compiled from Sally Zanjani, Goldfield: The Last Gold Rush on the Western 

Frontier, (Ohio University Press: Athens), 1992; Russell R. Elliot, Nevada’s Twentieth-

Century Mining Boom: Tonopah, Goldfield, Ely, (University of Nevada Press, Reno), 1966; 

WJ Stoneham, Atlas of the Goldfield, Tonopah and Bullfrog Mining Districts, (W.H. Shearer 

Publications, San Francisco ), 1905; Alan Patera, Goldfield’s Fabulous Boom, (Western 

Paces, Lake Oswego OR), 2013; Russell R. Elliot, “Labor Troubles in the Mining Camp at 

Goldfield Nevada, 1906-1908, Pacific Historical Review, Vol 19 No. 4 (Nov. 1950) pp. 369-

384; Sally Zanjani, The Glory Days in Goldfield, Nevada, (University of Nevada Press, 

Reno), 2002; Goldfield Historical Society, “Goldfield historic Walking Tour Booklet” 2013; 

S. & N. Sirnes, Early History of Goldfield Nevada, (Domain Enterprises, Reno), 2009; S. 

Sirnes Artlip, Goldfield Labor Troubles and the 1907 Miners Strike, (Domain Enterprises, 

                                                           
5 “Nelson Gans fight program” (September 3, 1906) Goldfield collection UNLV Special Collections, Box2, folder 1.  



Reno), 2014; National Register for Historic Places Inventory Nomination Form, “Goldfield 

Historic District” reference number 82003213.  

 

 

Reading 3. “Strike and Labor Strife”: 

As Goldfield reached its peak it began to be burdened by labor strikes.  A series of four 

general strikes inspired by the IWW resulted in the shutdown of mining operations for more than 

a quarter of 1907. The strikers responded to demands by the mines to cut wages because of the 

common occurrence of “high-grading” or the stealing of high grade ore from the mines by the 

miners and selling it for their own personal profit. The final straw in labor relations occurred 

when the mine operators could no longer continue cash payments and resulted in offering 

company script for wages. During this final strike the operators shut down the mines and decided 

to rid the town of unions.  

 To rid the town of unions the mine operators manipulated Governor Sparks in to calling 

upon President Roosevelt to dispatch federal troops to Goldfield in order to quell the “domestic 

violence” in the community. Though no such violence existed, the presence of federal troops was 

required to coerce the laborers into returning to the mines. The operators cut wages and only 

hired workers who agreed to not sign up for a union, they also promoted the wealth of Goldfield 

to attract more nonunion labors. This resulted in reduced wages for all the businesses in town 

and the mine owners continued to exploit the mines for the next ten years. 

 This article from Mining and Scientific Press explains some of the troubles as they were 

happening in 1907.  

 “Conditions in Goldfield” 

“The agitators responsible for the troubles in Colorado and Idaho have congregated to the new bonanza 

camps of Nevada and they have established a terrorism concerning which comparatively little has been printed, 

mainly because of the mine operators deprecated the publications of information likely to affect the speculation in 

stocks. At least a score of men have been killed or have disappeared in a suggestive way during the past two years, 

many more have been assaulted, beaten and driven out of the district by ruffians claiming to act in the interest of the 

miners’ union, and a number of mining engineers and operators from Colorado and Idaho have been warned not to 

come to Goldfield. 

The sending of federal troops is much to be commended. They are there, as the President says, “neither for 

nor against the strikers of the employers. They are to prevent riot, violence, and disorder, under and in no 

accordance with the constitution and the laws of the land. No man is to be interfered with as long as he conducts 

himself in a peaceful and orderly manner.” In face of failure of the local authorities and of the state to enforce the 

law and to ensure each man protection while at work, there was nothing else to do and we deem it fortunate that the 

troops were sent so promptly. The Federal investigations of the local industrial conditions is also likely useful. 

Publicity will help curb the actions of both sides and it is the right that the country should be informed of the real 

facts of the case, so that public opinion may be rendered intelligent and effective. The Newspapers, unfortunately, 

take sides in these industrial quarrels, so that the average man rarely gets anything but a distorted story. Let there be 

a fair field and no favor. If a man does not care to work for $4 per day, he has the right to refuse; if another man is 

willing to take $4 per day, he ought to be able to go to work unmolested, even if it takes the whole United States 



Army to protect him from violence. On the other hand, the operators have no right to ask a man to what union, club, 

or political party he may belong, ad while in this case the Western Federation is justly treated as an outlaw, we 

regret that the operators should discriminate against men by their affiliations.”6 

Questions:  

1. Why were federal troops sent into Goldfield? 

2. What kind of journal is the Mining and Scientific Press? Does it have a clear bias? 

3. How do you see the labor troubles and use of troops effecting the development of 

Goldfield?  

Reading 3 was compiled from Sally Zanjani, Goldfield: The Last Gold Rush on the Western 

Frontier, (Ohio University Press: Athens), 1992; Russell R. Elliot, Nevada’s Twentieth-Century 

Mining Boom: Tonopah, Goldfield, Ely, (University of Nevada Press, Reno), 1966; WJ 

Stoneham, Atlas of the Goldfield, Tonopah and Bullfrog Mining Districts, (W.H. Shearer 

Publications, San Francisco ), 1905; Alan Patera, Goldfield’s Fabulous Boom, (Western Paces, 

Lake Oswego OR), 2013; Russell R. Elliot, “Labor Troubles in the Mining Camp at Goldfield 

Nevada, 1906-1908, Pacific Historical Review, Vol 19 No. 4 (Nov. 1950) pp. 369-384; Sally 

Zanjani, The Glory Days in Goldfield, Nevada, (University of Nevada Press, Reno), 2002; 

Goldfield Historical Society, “Goldfield historic Walking Tour Booklet” 2013; S. & N. Sirnes, 

Early History of Goldfield Nevada, (Domain Enterprises, Reno), 2009; S. Sirnes Artlip, 

Goldfield Labor Troubles and the 1907 Miners Strike, (Domain Enterprises, Reno), 2014; 

National Register for Historic Places Inventory Nomination Form, “Goldfield Historic District” 

reference number 82003213.  

 

 

Reading 4. “Disaster and Decline”: 

 Goldfield’s mines produced over $10,000,000 in ore in 1910, its most productive year, 

but the growth of the town had mostly ended by 1908. Afterwards production rapidly declined by 

1916 it fell to less than $3,000,000. The reason for the decline lied within the mines themselves. 

Goldfield’s deposits were rich and close to the surface but they were also shallow. By 1910 most 

of the high grade ore, which brought Goldfield its wealth, had been removed from the mines. 

The corporate mines began to close one by one and return to leasing land back to smaller 

partnerships. The population in Goldfield also began to decline rapidly as it fell from its peak 

over 20,000 people in 1907 to 4,838 in 1910 and 1,558 in 1920.  

 Adding to both the depletion of population and economic fuel to run the economy of 

Goldfield, it also fell victim to both natural and manmade disaster. In 1913 a cloud burst opened 

                                                           
6 “Condition at Goldfield” Mining and Scientific Press: An Illustrated Journal of Mining, Popular Science, and 
Progressive Industry” December 14, 1907 in S. Sirnes Artlip, Goldfield Labor Troubles and the 1907 Miners Strike, 
(Reno: Domain Enterprises), 2014.  



up in the mountain outside the city resulting in a deluge of water that headed right for the city. 

The following article from the Goldfield Daily Tribune explains the events of that day.  

7 

“Narrow Escapes” 

 “Running through the spaced between these houses and gaining force by the temporary blockade formed 

the flood concentrated on the house on the north side of the street owned by Thomas Cline and occupied by Mrs. M. 

Farnsworth. Mrs. Farnsworth with her sister and husband had moved into this house only a fortnight ago. The house 

was lifted bodily from its foundation and swept back fifty yards, bring up against a telegraph pole. The house was 

shattered on one side. The two women in the house cried but there was no one to help them, and it was not until the 

flood subsided half an hour later that they were helped to the dry bank by two men. Above Crook Street to the south 

the gulch was swept bare. Not a shed, even remain to show the once densely built-up locality had been the center of 

homes”8  

 . 

                                                           
7 “Cloudburst Claims Lives in Goldfield” Goldfield Daily Tribune, 9/14/1913.  
8 “Narrow Escapes,” Goldfield Daily Tribune, 9/14/1913 



The city committed to rebuilding after the flood, but a short ten years later disaster visited 

once again in the form of a fire that succeeded in destroying over half of the city, including most 

of the downtown and lower class residential areas. On July 6, 1923 at the height of prohibition, 

bootleggers accidently set the city ablaze with an explosion from their still. By the time firemen 

arrived the blaze had moved to a garage next door and built as it was fed by strong winds. 

Attempts to blow up buildings to create firebreaks failed as the buildings remained standing 

leaving residents to scramble to save any of the belongings they could until the fire burned itself 

out in the afternoon. The fire destroyed 25 square blocks and many residents never returned.  
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Questions:  

1. What two major disasters effected Goldfield? 

2. How are they portrayed in the newspaper articles? 

3. How do you think these events effected Goldfield’s future? 

4. Could these disasters have been prevented? What aspects of a boom town made Goldfield 

more susceptible to major disasters? 

Reading 4 was compiled from Sally Zanjani, Goldfield: The Last Gold Rush on the Western 

Frontier, (Ohio University Press: Athens), 1992; Russell R. Elliot, Nevada’s Twentieth-Century 

Mining Boom: Tonopah, Goldfield, Ely, (University of Nevada Press, Reno), 1966; WJ 

Stoneham, Atlas of the Goldfield, Tonopah and Bullfrog Mining Districts, (W.H. Shearer 

Publications, San Francisco ), 1905; Alan Patera, Goldfield’s Fabulous Boom, (Western Paces, 

Lake Oswego OR), 2013; Russell R. Elliot, “Labor Troubles in the Mining Camp at Goldfield 

Nevada, 1906-1908, Pacific Historical Review, Vol 19 No. 4 (Nov. 1950) pp. 369-384; Sally 

Zanjani, The Glory Days in Goldfield, Nevada, (University of Nevada Press, Reno), 2002; 

Goldfield Historical Society, “Goldfield historic Walking Tour Booklet” 2013; S. & N. Sirnes, 

Early History of Goldfield Nevada, (Domain Enterprises, Reno), 2009; S. Sirnes Artlip, 

Goldfield Labor Troubles and the 1907 Miners Strike, (Domain Enterprises, Reno), 2014; 

National Register for Historic Places Inventory Nomination Form, “Goldfield Historic District” 

reference number 82003213.  

Visual Evidence: 

10 

Goldfield 1904 (above) late 1907 (below) 

                                                           
9 “Large Part of Goldfield left in complete Ruin by Fire,” Goldfield Daily Tribune, 7/7/1923.  
10 “Goldfield Early 1904” Photographs, file 200, 3374A. Central Nevada Museum, Tonopah, NV.  
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Questions: 

1. How did Goldfield develop over the years 1904-1907? What differences can be seen? 

2. What kinds of buildings are in each of the pictures? What does this say about the 

permanence of the settlement? 

3. At what speed would you say Goldfield developed? What might be some of the 

problems encountered by growing at this speed?  

2. 12 

                                                           
11 “Goldfield, Nevada, Late 1907,” Photographs, File 200, 2036. Central Nevada Museum, Tonopah, NV.  
12 “Mines MI 3d” S. & N. Sirens, “Goldfield’s Historical Heritage,” Domain Enterprises Compact Disk.  



Questions:  

1. What level of mining is occurring, prospecting, leasing, or corporate mining?  

2. What kinds of working conditions are being depicted?  

3. How is this picture useful in telling us about the working lives of miners in Goldfield 

and about what kinds of technology were available?  

3. 

 13 

Questions: 

1. What kind of clothing are the spectators wearing? What does that tell us about the 

people at the event? 

2. What kind of tone is presented in this picture? Does the event look well attended? Is 

there excitement? How would this image help promote Goldfield as a city?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
13 “Boxing BX-3” S. & N. Sirens, “Goldfield’s Historical Heritage,” Domain Enterprises Compact Disk. 



4.  

14 

Questions: 

1. What are these men doing? Where are they located?  

2. What tools do you see by them? What kind a labor does it appear they do? 

3. What do their working conditions appear to be?  

5. 

15 

                                                           
14 “Mines MI 1c” S. & N. Sirens, “Goldfield’s Historical Heritage,” Domain Enterprises Compact Disk. 
15 “Flood F1” S. & N. Sirens, “Goldfield’s Historical Heritage,” Domain Enterprises Compact Disk. 
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Questions: 

1. Based on the reading what type of economic and social devastation can we imply 

from these photos?  

2. Compare the landscape presented in the final photograph to the first two images. How 

do they differ? Where is there more human activity?  

3. Imagine yourself as a minor who lived in this district. Would it be worth your time to 

start over considering the decade of decline in Goldfield or would it be more worth it 

to move on?  

 

Putting it All Together: 

Assignment 1:   Write a letter Home  

 

Pretend that you are a resident of Goldfield and write a letter home describing the events 

that are happening around Goldfield. You can be a newly arrived miner looking for a job, a 

merchant, or a well-established mine owner. Make sure that you are descriptive in your narrative 

about what your life is like in town, in the mines, union meetings and public meeting areas.  In 

your narrative make sure to use time appropriate language and reference what you have learned 

in your letter addressed to your relatives back home. Make sure to include how you spend your 

time outside of work, what life is like in Goldfield, and how long you intend on staying in 

Goldfield.  

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
16 “Fire FI12” S. & N. Sirens, “Goldfield’s Historical Heritage,” Domain Enterprises Compact Disk. 



Assignment 2: Research origin of home town 

 

Gold fueled the development of Goldfield, gold from the mines and miners wages 

allowed the growth of a booming city that included saloons, theaters, restaurants, hotels, casinos, 

photography studios, and bathhouses. Every town in America started from somewhere for some 

reason, research your home town and another major metropolis. Compare and contrast the 

economic development of the three cities and describe how they came to be. For example was it 

for a major economic reason such as farming, was it a transportation, a spot on a road or rail line, 

did the city start due to natural resources and industry growing? Find what happened in each city 

and give a brief history and compare and contrast the beginnings of each of the cities.  

 

 

Assignment 3: Stump Speech or Rally Poster 

 

Your lucky job today is to get people to the amazing! Stupendous! Fantastic! Wonderful 

town of Goldfield Nevada. You can choose the year 1904, 1908, and 1923 to help guide you in 

your research on which lucky year you choose to promote the town. Choose either the poster or 

the speech to present to the class 

Stump Speech: create and write out a quick 3-5 min speech demonstrating your 

knowledge on gold field and highlight on all the positives and making sure to really sell the 

place. What is going to attract people to Goldfield? What might you exaggerate? What might you 

want to leave out of your presentation?  

Recruiting Poster: You are an owner of one the larger mines in Goldfield you are going 

to attempt to attract more people to Goldfield. Create a poster that advertises Goldfield, think 

about what you would include in the poster and what you would not include. Remember the 

poster needs to catch attention and convince someone to go to Goldfield, but not be so far from 

the truth as to attract someone that would not be willing to do the job for the pay you are 

offering. 

 

 

Supplementary Resources: 

Southern Nevada the Boomtown Years, UNLV Special Collections 

This collection brings together a wide range of original source materials found in widely diverse 

collections from UNLV Libraries Special Collections, the Nevada State Museum, and Historical 

Society in Las Vegas and the Clark County Heritage Museum. In addition to original source 

materials, the collection provides a wide variety of standards-based activities for elementary and 

high schoolers  http://digital.library.unlv.edu/boomtown/  

Classic Nevada 

Classic Nevada is a website dedicated to chronicling the history of Central Nevada. Run by a 

group of Goldfield residents highlighting some of the more colorful aspects of Goldfield history 

http://digital.library.unlv.edu/boomtown/


it also provides a large supply of pictures and self-published information about Goldfield. 

http://classicnevada.com/index.html  

Goldfield Historical Society 

The Goldfield Historical Society is dedicated to the preservation and promotion of Goldfield and 

its heritage. The website contains short articles and pictures about major events in Goldfield and 

some of the individual buildings of Goldfield. http://www.goldfieldhistoricalsociety.com/ 

Goldfield Chamber of Commerce 

The site provides a quick background on the history of goldfield as well as a film clip and a copy 

of the walking tour of town. It can be used as an example of how Goldfield today continues to 

promote itself and one of the ways boom towns can prevent themselves from becoming ghost 

towns, by promoting themselves to tourists in much the same fashion as mine owners promoted 

the camps 100 years ago. http://www.goldfieldnevada.org/default.html 

Goldfield Consolidated Mining Company, UNLV Special Collections 

This page contains some photographs and further description of the efforts of the Goldfield 

Consolidated Mining Company, as well as a guide to the papers available at UNLV special 

collections and the ability to search the digitized archive. 

https://www.library.unlv.edu/econnections/2012/12/special-collections-goldfield-consolidated-

mining-company-archives.html 

Western Mining History 

Provides a data base of mining towns throughout the western United States. It includes a search 

function that allows one to search for ghost towns and active towns. Useful for finding old boom 

towns closer to your students, as well as providing local examples to compare and contrast with 

Goldfield. http://www.westernmininghistory.com/ 

Central Nevada Museum 

This site contains a collection of pictures of exhibits pertaining to Nevada’s 20th century mining 

boom, as well as information for visiting the museum and accessing archival material. It can 

serve as a good starting point for digging deeper into Central Nevada history. 

http://www.tonopahnevada.com/CentralNevadaMuseum/default.html  

 

http://classicnevada.com/index.html
http://www.goldfieldhistoricalsociety.com/
http://www.goldfieldnevada.org/default.html
https://www.library.unlv.edu/econnections/2012/12/special-collections-goldfield-consolidated-mining-company-archives.html
https://www.library.unlv.edu/econnections/2012/12/special-collections-goldfield-consolidated-mining-company-archives.html
http://www.westernmininghistory.com/
http://www.tonopahnevada.com/CentralNevadaMuseum/default.html

