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TOPICS IN PUBLIC HISTORY 

THE POWER OF PLACE & THE POLITICS OF MEMORY 

Dr. Marcia M. Gallo 

HIST 754 ~ Spring 2017 

Tuesdays 4:00 - 6:45 p.m. ~ WRI B 326 

Office hours: Tuesdays 11:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. ~ WRI B 311 

 Office phone: 702.895.1984 

marcia.gallo@unlv.edu 

 

 

Course Objective 

 

“The Power of Place and the Politics of Memory” provides a structured exploration of the ways in 

which individuals and communities remember their pasts through entities such as archives, 

exhibits, memorials, and oral histories.  

 

Course Requirements 

 

Attendance and Participation (15%): As a fast-paced graduate course, HIST 754 requires a 

minimum of three to five hours of advance preparation each week. I expect all class members to 

read all works assigned and be actively involved in class presentations and discussions.  

Please come to each class meeting prepared and on time. Only two excused absences are 

permitted and these should be reserved for extraordinary circumstances.  

 

Presentations (15%): At specified class meetings, students will present their assessments of the 

assigned readings and lead class discussions. Sign-up sheets for presentations will be posted on 

our WebCampus site the first week of class. Each student is expected to present at least twice.  

 

Book Reviews (40%): Each student will prepare four substantial (1500-2000 words) reviews of 

assigned books. Book reviews are due as noted on our course schedule. Please respect these 

deadlines; if you miss the deadlines, you forfeit the points.  

 

Final Project (30%): original research paper (20-25 pages) and visual presentation of research 

that addresses our course themes of the power of place and the politics of memory as they fit 

within the student’s scholarly trajectory. Deadlines are firm: 

 

 February 28 

Preliminary Report on Final Project (3-4 pages including general topic, preliminary 

research questions, timeline for completion). 

 

April 4 

Project proposals due (5-7 pages including thesis, research questions, outline of paper and 

list of possible complementary images plus working bibliography).  

 

May 9 

Final Project due (20-25 pages with appropriate references and bibliography; visuals)  

Each student will present her/his paper in a ten- to fifteen-minute talk with images and 

time for audience comments, similar to one given at a professional conference.  

 

 

 

mailto:marcia.gallo@unlv.edu
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Required Course Materials  

 

Articles: 

 

Confino, Alon. “Collective Memory and Cultural History: Problems of Method.” The American 

Historical Review Vol. 102 No. 5 (December 1997): 1386-1403. 

 

Dwyer, Owen J. and Derek H. Alderman. “Memorial Landscapes: Analytic Questions and 

Metaphors.” GeoJournal 73(3) 2008: 165-178. 

 

Gallagher, Victoria J. and Margaret R. LaWare. “Sparring with Public Memory: The Rhetorical 

Embodiment of Race, Power, and Conflict in the ‘Monument to Joe Louis’.” In Greg Dickinson, 

Carole Blair, and Brian L. Ott, eds. Places of Public Memory: The Rhetoric of Museums and 

Memorials. Tuscaloosa: University of Alabama Press, 2010: 87-112. 

 

Hangen, Tona. “Historical Digital Literacy, One Classroom at a Time,” Journal of American 

History (March 2015): 1192-1204. 

 

Hirsch, Marianne. “The Generation of Postmemory,” Poetics Today 29:1 (Spring 2008): 103-128. 

 

Hoelscher, Steven. “Making Place, Making Race: Performances of Whiteness in the Jim Crow 

South.” Annals of the Association of American Geographers, Vol. 93, No. 3 September 2003: 

657-686. 

 

Holloway, Jonathan Scott. Lecture: “Whose Memories Matter? Race, Identity, and the Battle for 

American History” Organization of American Historians, July 20, 2015. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dJdeqYEQbLA&list=PLDE6EB3B5A4C5E698&index=18 

 

Recuber, Timothy. “The Prosumption of Commemoration: Disasters, Digital Memory Banks, and 

Online Collective Memory.” American Behavioral Scientist 56 2012: 531-549. 

 

Said, Edward S. “Invention, Memory and Place.” Critical Inquiry 26, no. 2 2000: 175-192. 

 

Winter, Jay.  “The Generation of Memory: Reflections on the ‘Memory Boom’ in Contemporary  

Historical Studies.” Canadian Military History Vol. 10, Issue 3 2012: 57-66. 

 

Books: 

 

Bauer, William, Jr. “We Were All Like Migrant Workers Here”: Work, Community, and Memory 

on California’s Round Valley Reservation, 1850-1941. Durham: University of North Carolina 

Press, 2012. 

 

Corning, Amy and Howard Shuman. Generations and Collective Memory. Chicago: University of 

Chicago Press, 2015. 

 

Doss, Erika. Memorial Mania. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2012. 

 

Ferentinos, Susan. Interpreting LGBT History at Museums and Historic Sites. Lanham, MD: 

Rowman & Littlefield, 2014. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dJdeqYEQbLA&list=PLDE6EB3B5A4C5E698&index=18
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Goodwin, Joanne L. Changing the Game: Women at Work in Las Vegas, 1940-1990. Reno: 

University of Nevada Press, 2014. 

 

Hamilton, Paula and Linda Shopes, eds. Oral History and Public Memories. Philadelphia: 

Temple University Press, 2008. 

 

Kirk, Andrew J. and Kristian Purcell. Doom Towns: The People and Landscapes of Atomic 

Testing, A Graphic History. New York: Oxford University Press, 2016. 

 

Lowenthal, David. The Past Is a Foreign Country-Revisited. New York: Cambridge University 

Press, 2015. 

 

Tyson, Amy M. The Wages of History: Emotional Labor on Public History’s Front Lines. 

Boston: University of Massachusetts Press, 2013. 

 

Walkowitz, Daniel and Lisa Maya Knauer. Contested Histories in Public Space: Memory, Race, 

and Nation. Durham, Duke University Press, 2009. 

 

Digital History: 

 

UNLV University Libraries, Documenting the African American Experience in Las Vegas 

http://digital.library.unlv.edu/aae 

 
 

UNLV Policies 

 
Academic Misconduct—Academic integrity is a legitimate concern for every member of the campus 

community; all share in upholding the fundamental values of honesty, trust, respect, fairness, responsibility 

and professionalism. By choosing to join the UNLV community, students accept the expectations of the 

Student Academic Misconduct Policy and are encouraged when faced with choices to always take the 

ethical path. Students enrolling in UNLV assume the obligation to conduct themselves in a manner 

compatible with UNLV’s function as an educational institution. 

An example of academic misconduct is plagiarism. Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of another, from 

the Internet or any source, without proper citation of the sources. See the Student Academic Misconduct 

Policy (approved December 9, 2005) located at: https://www.unlv.edu/studentconduct/student-conduct. 

 

Copyright—The University requires all members of the University Community to familiarize themselves 

with and to follow copyright and fair use requirements. You are individually and solely responsible for 

violations of copyright and fair use laws. The university will neither protect nor defend you nor 

assume any responsibility for employee or student violations of fair use laws. Violations of copyright 

laws could subject you to federal and state civil penalties and criminal liability, as well as disciplinary 

action under University policies. Additional information can be found at: 

http://www.unlv.edu/provost/copyright. 

 

Disability Resource Center (DRC)—The UNLV Disability Resource Center (SSC-A 143, 

http://drc.unlv.edu/, 702-895-0866) provides resources for students with disabilities. If you feel that you 

have a disability, please make an appointment with a Disabilities Specialist at the DRC to discuss what 

options may be available to you. If you are registered with the UNLV Disability Resource Center, bring 

your Academic Accommodation Plan from the DRC to the instructor during office hours so that you may 

work together to develop strategies for implementing the accommodations to meet both your needs and the 

requirements of the course. Any information you provide is private and will be treated as such. To maintain 

the confidentiality of your request, please do not approach the instructor in front of others to discuss your 

accommodation needs.  

http://digital.library.unlv.edu/aae
https://www.unlv.edu/studentconduct/student-conduct
http://www.unlv.edu/provost/copyright
http://drc.unlv.edu/
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Religious Holidays Policy—Any student missing class quizzes, examinations, or any other class or lab 

work because of observance of religious holidays shall be given an opportunity during that semester to 

make up missed work. The make-up will apply to the religious holiday absence only. It shall be the 

responsibility of the student to notify the instructor within the first 14 calendar days of the course for fall 

and spring courses (excepting modular courses), or within the first 7 calendar days of the course for 

summer and modular courses, of his or her intention to participate in religious holidays which do not fall 

on state holidays or periods of class recess.  For additional information, please visit: 

http://catalog.unlv.edu/content.php?catoid=6&navoid=531. 

 

Transparency in Learning and Teaching—The University encourages application of the transparency 

method of constructing assignments for student success. Please see these two links for further 

information: 

 
https://www.unlv.edu/provost/teachingandlearning 
 

https://www.unlv.edu/provost/transparency 

 

Incomplete Grades—The grade of I—Incomplete—can be granted when a student has satisfactorily 

completed three-fourths of course work for that semester/session but for reason(s) beyond the student’s 

control, and acceptable to the instructor, cannot complete the last part of the course, and the instructor 

believes that the student can finish the course without repeating it. The incomplete work must be made up 

before the end of the following regular semester for undergraduate courses. Graduate students receiving “I” 

grades in 500-, 600-, or 700-level courses have up to one calendar year to complete the work, at the 

discretion of the instructor. If course requirements are not completed within the time indicated, a grade of F 

will be recorded and the GPA will be adjusted accordingly. Students who are fulfilling an Incomplete do 

not register for the course but make individual arrangements with the instructor who assigned the I grade. 

 

Tutoring and Coaching—The Academic Success Center (ASC) provides tutoring, academic success 

coaching and other academic assistance for all UNLV undergraduate students. For information regarding 

tutoring subjects, tutoring times, and other ASC programs and services, visit http://www.unlv.edu/asc or 

call 702-895-3177. The ASC building is located across from the Student Services Complex 

(SSC). Academic success coaching is located on the second floor of the SSC (ASC Coaching Spot). Drop-

in tutoring is located on the second floor of the Lied Library and College of Engineering TEB second floor. 

 

UNLV Writing Center—One-on-one or small group assistance with writing is available free of charge to 

UNLV students at the Writing Center, located in CDC-3-301. Although walk-in consultations are 

sometimes available, students with appointments will receive priority assistance. Appointments may be 

made in person or by calling 702-895-3908. The student’s Rebel ID Card, a copy of the assignment (if 

possible), and two copies of any writing to be reviewed are requested for the consultation. More 

information can be found at: http://writingcenter.unlv.edu/. 

 

Rebelmail—By policy, faculty and staff should e-mail students’ Rebelmail accounts only. Rebelmail is 

UNLV’s official e-mail system for students. It is one of the primary ways students receive official 

university communication such as information about deadlines, major campus events, and announcements. 

All UNLV students receive a Rebelmail account after they have been admitted to the university. Students’ 

e-mail prefixes are listed on class rosters. The suffix is always @unlv.nevada.edu. Emailing within 

WebCampus is acceptable. 

 

Final Examinations—The University requires that final exams given at the end of a course occur at the 

time and on the day specified in the final exam schedule.  See the schedule at: 

http://www.unlv.edu/registrar/calendars 
 

 

 

 

http://catalog.unlv.edu/content.php?catoid=6&navoid=531
https://www.unlv.edu/provost/teachingandlearning
https://www.unlv.edu/provost/transparency
http://www.unlv.edu/asc
tel:702-895-3177
http://writingcenter.unlv.edu/
http://www.unlv.edu/registrar/calendars
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Gallo/HIST 754    Course Schedule   Spring 2017 

 

 

 

January 17:  

First class meeting: discuss course parameters, assignments, due dates, student presentations 

Discussion of assigned readings and video: Confino, Holloway, Said, Winter 

Reading for next week: Lowenthal, The Past is a Foreign Country (part 1) 

 

January 24:  

Student presentations and discussion of reading: Lowenthal (part 1) 

Class discussion of Book Review assignments 

Reading for next week: Lowenthal (part 2) 

 

The Politics of Memory 

 

January 31:    

Student presentations and discussion of reading: Lowenthal (part 2) 

Reading for next week: Corning and Schuman, Generations and Collective Memory 

 

February 7: 

First Book Review Due 

Student presentations and discussions of readings: Corning and Schuman 

Reading for next week: Tyson, The Wages of History: Emotional Labor on Public History’s 

Front Lines  

 

February 14: 

Student presentations and discussion of readings: Tyson 

Reading for next week: 

Ferentinos, Interpreting LGBT History at Museums and Historic Sites 

 

February 21: 

Student presentations and discussion of reading: Ferentinos 

Preliminary discussion of Final Projects 

 

The Power of Place 

 

February 28: 

Preliminary Report due: Final Projects  

Reading for next week: Kirk & Purcell, Doom Towns 

Please come to our first class meeting prepared to discuss the following articles and YouTube video: 

 

(1) Confino, “Collective Memory and Cultural History: Problems of Method” (1997) 

(2) Holloway, lecture: “Whose Memories Matter? Race, Identity, and the Battle for American 

History” (2015) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dJdeqYEQbLA&list=PLDE6EB3B5A4C5E698&index=18 

(3) Said, “Invention, Memory and Place” (2000) 

(4) Winter, “The Generation of Memory: Reflections on the ‘Memory Boom’ in Contemporary  

Historical Studies” (2012) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dJdeqYEQbLA&list=PLDE6EB3B5A4C5E698&index=18
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March 7: 

Second Book Review due  

Guest speaker, with class-led Q & A: Dr. Andrew Kirk  

Reading for next week: Doss, Memorial Mania 

 

March 14: 

Student presentations and discussions of reading: Doss 

Individual consultations 

Reading for next week: Walkowitz, Daniel and Lisa Maya Knauer, Contested Histories in Public 

Space: Memory, Race, and Nation 

 

March 21: 

Third Book Review due 

Student presentations and discussions of reading: Walkowitz and Knauer 

Individual consultations 

Readings/Review for next week:  Hamilton & Shopes, Oral History and Public Memories; 

Hangen, “Historical Digital Literacy, One Classroom at a Time;” UNLV University Libraries’ 

Documenting the African American Experience in Las Vegas http://digital.library.unlv.edu/aae 

 

 

Testimonies 

 

March 28: 

Guest speaker, with class-led Q & A: Claytee D. White, Director, Oral History Research Center, 

UNLV University Libraries  

Reading for next week: Bauer, “We Were All Like Migrant Workers Here”: Work, Community, 

and Memory on California’s Round Valley Reservation, 1850-1941 

 

April 4: 

Proposals due: Final Projects  

Guest speaker, with class-led Q & A: Dr. William Bauer 

Reading for next class meeting:   

Goodwin, Changing the Game: Women at Work in Las Vegas, 1940-1990. 

 

~ UNLV Spring Break April 9-16 ~ 

 

April 18: 

Fourth Book Review due 

Guest speaker, with class-led Q & A: Dr. Joanne Goodwin 

Readings for next week:  Dwyer & Alderman; Gallagher & LaWare; Hirsch; Hoelscher; Recuber 

 

April 25: 

Student presentations and discussions of readings: Dwyer and Alderman; Gallagher and LaWare; 

Hirsch; Hoelscher; and Recuber 

Individual Consultations 

 

May 2: 

Student Evaluations / Individual Consultations 

 
May 9:  

Final Projects Due / Student presentations of Final Projects  

http://digital.library.unlv.edu/aae

