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TOPICS IN PUBLIC HISTORY 
ORAL HISTORY: THEORY & METHODS 

HIST 754:001 
Tuesday 4:00-6:45 PM 
WRI B Conference Room 

 

Dr. Joanne Goodwin      Office Hours: T 1-3 & by apptmt 
joanne.goodwin@unlv.edu     Office phone:  702-895-1026 
History Dept  WRI B-322     
 
Oral history, in the words of one of its leading practitioners, distinguishes itself from other historical 
methods as it floats “in time between the present and an ever-changing past, oscillating in the dialogue 
between the narrator and the interviewer, and melting and coalescing in the no-man’s land from orality 
to writing and back.” (Alessandro Portelli, 1991, p. vii). 

Course Outcomes: 
In this graduate-level course, we will read and discuss to better understand the theory, methods, and 
current debates in the field of oral history. The field has developed analytical frameworks that offer 
tools to assess and analyze oral histories. These include subjectivity, inter-subjectivity, memory, 
narrative, and power. 

Oral history is essentially a practice. Historians use it as one method of historical inquiry. Therefore, 
students in this class will explore the technical and practical aspects of oral history through weekly 
readings and conduct their own oral history. Practice topics include the pre- and post-interview 
preparation, transcription, storage, and pertinent legal and ethical questions raised by oral history.   

Oral history differs from other historical methodology as a result of the interaction between the narrator 
and the oral historian. Many projects involve the community in the creation, planning and dissemination 
of the oral histories. Guest speakers will describe past, current, and potential oral history projects at 
UNLV or in the Las Vegas community.   

Through its history, the scholarly use and dispersal of oral histories has changed from primarily a print 
form to web-based projects and archives. The class has the opportunity to discuss these exciting 
changes with practitioners in the field.  

Completion of this course will prepare students to conduct oral histories and use oral histories critically 
in their research. 
 
REQUIRED READING: these have been ordered and are available at the UNLV Bookstore. If you buy them 
elsewhere make sure you have the correct edition/publication date. 

1. Abrams, Lynn. Oral History Theory New York: Routledge, 2010. 
2. Perks, Robert and Alistair Thomson, Eds. The Oral History Reader. 2nd Ed. New York: Routledge, 2006.  
3. Chaudhuri, Nupur, et. al. Contesting Archives: Finding Women in the Sources. Urbana, IL: University of 

Illinois Press, 2011. 
4. Goodwin, Joanne. Changing the Game: Women at Work in Las Vegas, 1940-1990. Reno, NV: 

University of Nevada Press, 2014. 
5. Neuenschwander, John. A Guide to Oral History and the Law. 2

nd
 Edition. Oxford Oral History Series, 

2014.  

WEBSITE RESOURCES: 
http://blog.oup.com/category/series-columns/oral-history-review/ 

https://www.library.unlv.edu/oral_histories 

https://www.library.unlv.edu/speccol/ohrc/projects 

 
Additional readings may be added.   This syllabus may be changed at the discretion of the instructor. 
   

mailto:joanne.goodwin@unlv.edu
http://blog.oup.com/category/series-columns/oral-history-review/
https://www.library.unlv.edu/oral_histories
https://www.library.unlv.edu/speccol/ohrc/projects
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Evaluation & Assignments  

 

Evaluation:   

As a graduate level U.S. History course, HIST 754 requires thorough preparation for and participation 
during class.  Each member of the class is important to the success of the course and the learning that 
takes place for all of us. Three points make your attendance essential: 1) courtesy to our guest speakers; 
2) the small size of the graduate seminar; and 3) our once/week meeting schedule. Everyone is expected 
to play an active role in class discussions and that will be reflected in your grade.  Please respect all 
deadlines. No late papers will be accepted. 

 

Weight of Assignments.  Your final grade will be determined by: 

Participation in weekly discussions                                                    ongoing 15% 

Website Review (5-pp) including 10 min class presentation          due 9/1 & 9/8 15% 

Leading class discussions twice (3pp)                                                 ongoing 15% 

Interview (5-pp) periodic deadlines; final project due                     10.13 25% 

Final project paper (12-15-pp) incl. class presentation                    due 12.1 & 12.8  30% 

 

Assignments:  (see individual assignment sheets following course outline.) All assignments are due 
before class and are to be posted on webcampus. 

Participation is self-evident.  Come prepared with points/questions to discuss. 

Website Review. 5pp, including a 10 min class presentation due on 9.1 or 9.8. 
Choose a website from the list provided on the ASSIGNMENTS PAGE. Make sure to clear it with the 
professor so all sites are covered.  

Leading class discussions on specific readings twice.  Write a 2-3pp paper on the key issues, points, 
and/or questions presented by the readings. Attach a list of discussion starters to stimulate the 
discussion of those readings. 

Final project paper 15-pp, incl. class presentation due 12.1 & 12.8  
The final paper demonstrates your understanding of the key themes discussed in Parts II & III. It includes 
your assessment of the oral histories used for your topic as well as your critique of your process. 

 

 

Grading Key: 
 
A  95 – 100   B+ 85 – 90   C 65 - 75 
A- 90 – 95    B 80 – 85   D 55 - 65 
     B- 75 – 80   F below 55 
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Academic Policies of UNLV 

Academic Misconduct – Academic integrity is a legitimate concern for every member of the campus community; all share in 
upholding the fundamental values of honesty, trust, respect, fairness, responsibility and professionalism. By choosing to join 
the UNLV community, students accept the expectations of the Academic Misconduct Policy and are encouraged when faced 
with choices to always take the ethical path. Students enrolling in UNLV assume the obligation to conduct themselves in a 
manner compatible with UNLV’s function as an educational institution. 

An example of academic misconduct is plagiarism. Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of another, from the Internet or any 
source, without proper citation of the sources. See the Student Academic Misconduct Policy (approved December 9, 2005) 
located at: http://studentconduct.unlv.edu/misconduct/policy.html. 

Copyright – The University requires all members of the University Community to familiarize themselves and to follow copyright 
and fair use requirements. You are individually and solely responsible for violations of copyright and fair use laws. The 
university will neither protect nor defend you nor assume any responsibility for employee or student violations of fair use 
laws. Violations of copyright laws could subject you 

to federal and state civil penalties and criminal liability, as well as disciplinary action under University policies. Additional 
information can be found at: http://provost.unlv.edu/copyright/statements.html. 

Disability Resource Center (DRC) – The Disability Resource Center (DRC) determines accommodations that are “reasonable” in 
promoting the equal access of a student reporting a disability to the general UNLV learning experience.   In so doing, the DRC 
also balances instructor and departmental interests in maintaining curricular standards so as to best achieve a fair evaluation 
standard amongst students being assisted.  In order for the DRC to be effective it must be considered in the dialog between the 
faculty and the student who is requesting accommodations.  For this reason faculty should only provide students course 
adjustment after having received an “Academic Accommodation Plan.”  If faculty members have any questions regarding the 
DRC, they should call a DRC counselor. 

UNLV complies with the provisions set forth in Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans with Disabilities 
Act of 1990.  The DRC is located in the Student Services Complex (SSC-A), Room 143, phone (702) 895-0866, fax (702) 895-0651. 
For additional information, please visit: http://drc.unlv.edu/. 

Religious Holidays Policy – Any student missing class quizzes, examinations, or any other class or lab work because of 
observance of religious holidays shall be given an opportunity during that semester to make up missed work. The make-up will 
apply to the religious holiday absence only. It shall be the responsibility of the student to notify the instructor no later than 
the end of the first two weeks of classes, September 4,2015, of his or her intention to participate in religious holidays which do 
not fall on state holidays or periods of class recess. This policy shall not apply in the event that administering the test or 
examination at an alternate time would impose an undue hardship on the instructor or the university that could not reasonably 
been avoided. For additional information, please visit: http://catalog.unlv.edu/content.php?catoid=4&navoid=164. 

Incomplete Grades - The grade of I – Incomplete – can be granted when a student has satisfactorily completed 3/4ths of course 
work for that semester/session but for reason(s) beyond the student’s control, and acceptable to the instructor, cannot 
complete the last part of the course, and the instructor believes that the student can finish the course without repeating it. The 
incomplete work must be made up before the end of the following regular semester for undergraduate courses. Graduate 
students receiving I grades in 500-, 600-, or 700-level courses have up to one calendar year to complete the work, at the 
discretion of the instructor. If course requirements are not completed within the time indicated, a grade of F will be recorded 
and the GPA will be adjusted accordingly. Students who are fulfilling an Incomplete do not register for the course but make 
individual arrangements with the instructor who assigned the I grade. 

UNLV Writing Center – One-on-one or small group assistance with writing is available free of charge to UNLV students at the 
Writing Center, located in CDC-3-301. Although walk-in consultations are sometimes available, students with appointments will 
receive priority assistance. Appointments may be made in person or by calling 895-3908. The student’s Rebel ID Card, a copy of 
the assignment (if possible), and two copies of any writing to be reviewed are requested for the consultation. More information 
can be found at: http://writingcenter.unlv.edu/  

Rebelmail – By policy, faculty and staff should e-mail students’ Rebelmail accounts only. Rebelmail is UNLV’s official e-mail 
system for students. It is one of the primary ways students receive official university communication such as information about 
deadlines, major campus events, and announcements. All UNLV students receive a Rebelmail account after they have been 
admitted to the university. Students’ e-mail prefixes are listed on class rosters. The suffix is always @unlv.nevada.edu.  Emailing 
within WebCampus is acceptable. 

Final Examinations – The University requires that final exams given at the end of a course occur at the time and on the day 
specified in the final exam schedule.  See the schedule at: http://www.unlv.edu/registrar/calendars 

  

http://studentconduct.unlv.edu/misconduct/policy.html
http://provost.unlv.edu/copyright/statements.html
http://drc.unlv.edu/
http://catalog.unlv.edu/content.php?catoid=4&navoid=164
http://writingcenter.unlv.edu/
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PART I THE SCOPE OF THE FIELD 

8.25 Introductions 
Come ready to discuss: 

1. Linda Shopes, “’Insights and Oversights’: Reflections on the Documentary Tradition and the 
Theoretical Turn in Oral History,” Oral History Review 41:2 (Summer/Fall 2014): 257-268. 
[Webcampus] 

Review assignments  

9.1 What is Oral History     
Despite some overlap, each of the following offers different insights. Please read in the order set 
out below and bring to class a one-page summary for each reading that contains the major 
points for each author’s unique contributions.  [This is separate from your notes taken from the 
reading.]  Your papers will guide the discussion. 

1.  Abrams, OHTheory, chps. 1 and 2.  The stages of oral history and its peculiarities. 
2.  Perks and Thomson, OHReader,  chp. 3, Alessandro Portelli.  Early theoretical justification for 
the method. 

DUE: first set of website presentations 

9.8 Oral History as Source.   

1. Contesting Archives: Finding Women in the Sources, Nupur Chaudhuri, Sherry J. Katz, and 
Mary Elizabeth Perry, eds. Urbana IL: University of Illinois Press, 2010.   
Read “Introduction” and chps 7, 11, and 12. 

2. OHReader, chp. 26, Swain on archives; and chp. 8, Frisch on the potential of digitization. 

DUE: second set of website presentations 

         discussion leaders begin 

9.15 Oral Histories, Libraries and Archives 
 Class will meet at Special Collections at 4pm to talk with Claytee White, Director of the Oral 

History Research Center, about existing oral histories and ongoing projects at the Center. 

DUE: At the latest, the selection of interview subject with a brief background sent to professor 
(see #1 on interview assignment description) 

PART II INTERVIEWS AND INTERVIEWING 

9.22 The Subject and the Interviewer 

1. Abrams, OHTheory, chps. 3 and 4 and self, subjectivity, and intersubjectivity 
2. Perks and Thomson, OHReader, chp. 5, Valerie Yow, “Do I Like Them Too Much?” 

9.29 The Interview    

1. Donald A. Ritchie, chp.3 “Conducting Interviews” 84-109. [Webcampus] 
2. Perks and Thomson, OHReader, chp. 10, “learning to listen”  
3. Also see web campus resources  
DUE: Date of the interview set with subject and a list of primary and follow up questions sent to 
professor. 

10.6 Memory 

1. Abrams, OHTheory, chp. 5 on memory 

2. Perks and Thomson, OH Reader, chp. 22 (Kennedy) 



5 

3. Nasstrom, Kathryn. "Between Memory and History: Autobiographies of the Civil Rights 
Movement and the Writing of Civil Rights History." The Journal of Southern History 74, no. 2 
(2008): 325-364. [Webcampus]  

10.13 IRBs and Legal Issues, part I 

1. Neuenschwander, John. A Guide to Oral History and the Law. 2nd Edition (Oxford UP, 2014). 
Chps. 1-5. 

DUE: completed interview assignment.  

PART III UNDERSTANDING OUR SOURCES AND GOING PUBLIC 

10.20 Working with existing oral histories; and Legal Issues, Pt.2 
1. Joanna Bornat, “A Second Take: Revisiting Interviews with a Different Purpose,” Oral 

History, Vol. 31, No. 1, The Interview Process (Spring, 2003), pp. 47-53. [Webcampus] 
2. April Gallwey, “The rewards of using archived oral histories in research: the case of the 

Millennium Memory Bank,”Oral History, 41:1, (SPRING 2013), pp. 37-50. [Webcampus] 
3. Neuenschwander, OH and the Law, chps 6-conclusion. 

10.27 Interpretation    
1. Abrams, OHTheory, chp. 6, Narrative. 
2. Perks and Thomson, OHReader, chp. 24, Borland on interpretive conflict;  
3. K’Meyer and Crothers, “Reluctant Narrators”  [Webcampus] 
4. Polishuk,  “Secrets, Lies, and Misremembering” [Webcampus] 

Additional Reading: 
5. Kathleen M. Ryan, “‘I Didn’t Do Anything Important’: A Pragmatist Analysis of the Oral 

History Interview,” Oral History Review 36, no. 1 (January 1, 2009): 25–44. 

11.3 Making Histories   

1. Perks and Thomson, OHR, chp. 32 Green on exhibitions and chp. 33 Butler and Miller on 
Public Art Walk. 

2. Portelli, “They Say in Harlan County” [Webcampus] 

Additional Reading: 

3. Abrams, OHTheory, ch. 7 on performance. 

11.10 Power and Advocacy   

1. Abrams, OHTheory, chp. 8 on power 
2. Perks and Thomson, OHReader, chp. 37 on collaborative analysis of homelessness 
3. Review 10.20 articles by Borland and K’Meyer.   

11.17  Oral History as Scholarship 

1. Changing the Game, Read Intro, Conclusion and at least two chapters.  

11.24 Library Research (no class meeting). 

12.1 Final Project papers due with class presentation. Evaluation. 

12.8 6 p.m. – 8 p.m. Final Project papers due with class presentation.      
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ASSIGNMENTS 
 

1. Oral History Website Reviews:  Due 9/1 and 9/8 

Purpose: This assignment is designed to broaden your understanding of 1) the extent to 
which oral history is and has been used in academic research, 2) the availability of oral 
sources nationally, and 3) the places of institutional support for research.  

Assignment: 5pp maximum, double-spaced paper uploaded to web campus by the morning 
of 9/1 and 9/8; and a 10-min presentation to the class discussing the findings. Do not read 
your paper, please. After my evaluation, these papers will be posted on web campus as a 
class resource.  

Approach the website as you would a descriptive article. We know the subject is oral 
history, so go beyond that generality. Expect to spend several hours exploring and a few 
more synthesizing the information for class.  

Make sure to include:  

 What one might find on that website. This includes the basics of: 
 When was it founded? How old is the center? 
 Does it focus on a specific geographic or subject area or many areas? 
 How many oral histories does it contain? What percentage are available online? 
 The format of the interviews (text, sound, video, all?) 
 Does it provide a citation example for researchers? 

 The educational resources available. 
 Does this site include instructional modules, articles, guides of any type? 

  What (if any) current projects are underway? 

 Any special features (graduate study, programs, or degrees; grants for research) 

 Your evaluation of the site for its navigation, visual presentation, ease of use, and any obvious 
problems. 

 

Select one of the following sites and inform the instructor so there are not duplications: 

1. Columbia University, Oral History Center  http://library.columbia.edu/locations/ccoh.html 
2. University of California Berkeley, Regional Oral History Office 

http://bancroft.berkeley.edu/ROHO/index.html 

3. Baylor University, Institute for Oral History http://www.baylor.edu/oralhistory/index.php?id=23347 

4. Louie B. Nunn Center for Oral History at the University of Kentucky Libraries 
http://libraries.uky.edu/nunncenter 

5. University of California LA, Center for Oral History Research  http://oralhistory.library.ucla.edu/ 
6. University of North Carolina Chapel Hill, Documenting the American South   

http://docsouth.unc.edu/support/about/ 
7. Rutgers University, Rutgers Oral History Archives http://oralhistory.rutgers.edu/ 
8. Library of Congress, Voices from the Dustbowl: the Charles L. Todd and Robert Sonkin Migrant 

Worker Collection, 1940-1941.  http://www.loc.gov/collection/todd-and-sonkin-migrant-workers-

from-1940-to-1941/about-this-collection/ 
9. The Statue of Liberty-Ellis Island Foundation, Inc.  http://www.libertyellisfoundation.org/oral-

histories 

10. United States Holocaust Memorial Museum 
http://www.ushmm.org/research/research-in-collections/overview/oral-history 

11. ACTUP Oral History Project, http://www.actuporalhistory.org/ 
12. Sophia Smith College, Voices of Feminism  https://www.smith.edu/library/libs/ssc/vof/vof-intro.html 
13. Duke University, Behind the Veil: Documenting African-American Life in the Jim Crow.   

http://library.duke.edu/digitalcollections/behindtheveil/ 
14. Densho [Japanese American Oral History Project], http://archive.densho.org/main.aspx 

http://library.columbia.edu/locations/ccoh.html
http://bancroft.berkeley.edu/ROHO/index.html
http://www.baylor.edu/oralhistory/index.php?id=23347
http://libraries.uky.edu/nunncenter
http://libraries.uky.edu/nunncenter
http://oralhistory.library.ucla.edu/
http://docsouth.unc.edu/support/about/
http://oralhistory.rutgers.edu/
http://www.loc.gov/collection/todd-and-sonkin-migrant-workers-from-1940-to-1941/about-this-collection/
http://www.loc.gov/collection/todd-and-sonkin-migrant-workers-from-1940-to-1941/about-this-collection/
http://www.libertyellisfoundation.org/oral-histories
http://www.libertyellisfoundation.org/oral-histories
http://www.ushmm.org/research/research-in-collections/overview/oral-history
http://www.ushmm.org/research/research-in-collections/overview/oral-history
http://www.actuporalhistory.org/
https://www.smith.edu/library/libs/ssc/vof/vof-intro.html
http://library.duke.edu/digitalcollections/behindtheveil/
http://library.duke.edu/digitalcollections/behindtheveil/
http://archive.densho.org/main.aspx
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2. Discussion Leader(s) starting 9/8 

Two students will begin the discussion of the readings for every session in which we have readings (not 

9/15).  Each will do this twice. Advise the professor to avoid duplication. 

The goal of this assignment is: 

 to identify problems, questions, or issues which came up in the readings and engage the class in 
discussion of them. 

Since there will be two discussion leaders, coordination will be important. You may choose to work with 
each other or separately. 
 
DUE: Each discussion leader will submit a 3-pp paper via web campus. The paper is not a summary as we 
will have read the article but rather your assessment of a key issue, debate, or question posed in the 
reading. Attached to the paper will be the discussion points created for the reading(s). 

 
3. Interview  

It is my belief that conducting an oral history interview enables us to better grapple with the 

breadth of the issues in the field. It will allow you to assess your own interview and in the process 

help you better assess others. Even if you will be conducting your research from existing oral 

histories, experiencing the interview, the interaction between subject and interviewer, and the 

“performance” of the interview will contribute to better interpretive skills with your own and 

others’ interviews. 

This interview assignment is designed to introduce you to the components of interviewing. For legal 
reasons, I will assume that these will not be done for publication purposes and therefore will not need 
an IRB application. The 5-8 pp paper will use the following components in a narrative paper. See the 
syllabus for respective due dates. 

1. Discussion of the research topic and how the narrator fit within that topic. DUE: 9.15 
2. Identification of the subject(s) to be interviewed and background research done for the 

interview.  
3. Your assessment of the interview and your process.  An interview journal which refers to your 

personal reflections of the process and incorporates the theoretical themes discussed in class 
will be helpful here.  

4. Addendums: 
o The revised list of core questions with follow-up or secondary questions. DUE: 9/29 
o The interview log noting topics covered with counter numbers (rather than a transcript). 
o Digital copy of the interview. 

Final Interview Assignment DUE: 10/13 

4. Final Paper (12-15 pp) including a class presentation 

The final paper will present your research based on oral history interviews (your own or others). Please 
note that if you are intending to conduct your own interviews this is a time intensive process so be 
realistic about the number you can accomplish. 

The goal of this assignment is to a) demonstrate your understanding of the key themes in Parts 2 and 3 
of the syllabus and b) practice your own interpretation of oral sources. 

This assignment may build upon what you began with the interview assignment. While the paper will 
include research, it is also concerned with methodology. The final paper should include the following 
components: 
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1. A full explanation of the topic to be discussed,  

2. the oral history sources used to explore the topic; why they are/were helpful for your 

project,   

3. your findings and your interpretation of the sources and  

4. your conclusion. 

Your presentation of the research may utilize the web or power point to best convey your ideas. This 
should be no longer than 10 min which will allow for additional time to address questions from the class. 
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Oral History Research Center, Lied Library, UNLV 

In addition to the websites that your class will discuss in the first sessions, the state and UNLV have 
many oral history resources for your research. 

The oral history collection features the personal stories of nearly 2,800 Las Vegas and southern Nevada 

residents. The interviews (both transcribed and in audio cassette format) date from the 1970s to the 

present day, and have captured the lives of men and women from all ethnicities and from all walks of 

life, who have contributed in some way to the history and development of the gaming industry, Las 

Vegas, and Southern Nevada. A searchable database features information on nearly all of the oral 

histories in the collection. The library catalog provides information on the published volumes produced 

by the Oral History Research Center (OHRC). 

For information about collections produced by the OHRC and finding aides, see: 

https://www.library.unlv.edu/speccol/ohrc/projects 

Collections Available for Research 
1. The Boyer Early Las Vegas Oral History Project 

2. All that Jazz: Those Who Played with the Greats 

3. Blue Diamond Oral History Project 

4. Documenting the African American Experience in Las Vegas 

5. Oral History of the Public School Principalship, 1966-2010 (national including NV) 

6. Heart to Heart: A History of Early Health Care in Las Vegas 

7. UNLV @ Fifty 

8. Voices of the Historic John S. Park Neighborhood 

9. West Charleston Neighborhoods: An Oral History Project 

Collections in Process 
1. Southern Nevada Jewish Community Digital Heritage 

2. Pit Bosses [Center for Gaming Research] 

 
Additional Oral History Projects available in Special Collections/Lied Library: 

1. Arnold Shaw: Interviews with Famous Las Vegas Entertainers 

2. Gay Archives Oral Histories, Dennis McBride 

3. Las Vegas Women Oral History Project [also available through the Women’s Research Institute of 

Nevada at UNLV http://wrinunlv.org/research/our-history-profiles-of-nevada-women/]. The only 

collection includes brief clips of the interviews. The entire transcript is available at the Institute.  

4. Nevada Test Site Oral History Project.  http://digital.library.unlv.edu/ntsohp/ 

5. Ralph Roske Interviews 

6. University of Nevada Oral History Program.  

The original oral history program for the state has a large collection of oral histories with transcripts 

of many available on line. http://contentdm.library.unr.edu/explore/UNOHPExplore/UNOHP-

home.html 

 

 
  

http://www.library.unlv.edu/speccol/databases/index.php?coll=oh
http://webpac.library.unlv.edu/search/X?(oral%20history)&searchscope=1&b=unls%20&l=&Da=&Db=&p=&m=
https://www.library.unlv.edu/speccol/ohrc/projects
http://www.library.unlv.edu/speccol/databases/index.php?search_query=arnold+shaw&btS=Search&cols%5B%5D=oh&act=2
http://wrinunlv.org/research/our-history-profiles-of-nevada-women/
http://www.library.unlv.edu/speccol/databases/index.php?search_query=roske&btS=Search&cols%5B%5D=oh&act=2
http://contentdm.library.unr.edu/explore/UNOHPExplore/UNOHP-home.html
http://contentdm.library.unr.edu/explore/UNOHPExplore/UNOHP-home.html


10 

Books based on oral histories (selected) 
The Palgrave Studies in Oral History Series contains numerous monographs. A few are included 
here. 

1. Bauer Jr., William J. We were all like Migrant Workers Here: Work, Community and Memory 
on California’s Round Valley Reservation, 1850-1941. U North Carolina Press, 2009. 

2. Buss, Frances L. The Moisture of the Earth: The Moral Vision of An African American 
Sharecropper Turned Activist: Mary Robinson, Civil Rights, and Textile Activist (U. of 
Michigan Press, 2009).   

3. ______, La Partera: Story of a Midwife (U. of Michigan Press, 1985).  

4. Cline, David P. Creating Choice: A Community Responds to the Need for Abortion and Birth 
Control, 1961-1973. Palgrave Macmillan, 2006. 

5. Cruikshank, Julie. The Social Life of Stories: Narrative and Knowledge in the Yukon Territory 
(U of Nebraska Press, 1998). 

6. Dublin, Thomas. When the Mines Closed: Stories of Struggles in Hard Times. Cornell UP, 
1998. 

7. Gallo, Marcia. Different Daughters: A History of the Daughters of Bilitis and the Rise of the 
Lesbian Rights Movement. Carroll and Graf Publishers, 2006. 

8. Goodwin, Joanne L. Changing the Game: Women at Work in Las Vegas, 1940-1990 (Reno: 
University of Nevada Press, 2014). 

9. Gillette, Michael. Launching the War on Poverty  (New York: Twayne Publishers, Oral History 
Series, 1996). 

10. Gluck, Sherna Berger. Rosie the Riveter Revisited.  Meridien, 1987. 
11. Hall, Jacquelyn Dowd et. al., Like a Family, The Making of a Southern Cotton Mill World (New 

York: Norton, 1987).   
12. Kim, Elaine H. and Eui-Young Yu. East to America: Korean American Life Stories (New York: 

The New Press, 1996). 
13. Matsumoto, Valerie. Farming the Home Place, 1919-1982 (Ithaca, NY: Cornell, 1993). 
14. McBride, Dennis. Building Hoover Dam (New York: Twayne, 1993). 

15. Rodgers, Kim Lacy. Life and Death in the Delta: African American Narratives of Violence, 
Resilience, and Social Change. Palgrave Macmillan, 2006. 

16. Rothschild, Mary ed., Doing What the Day Brought, An Oral History of Arizona Women 
(Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 1992).    

17. Terkel, Studs. Hard Times: An Oral History of the Great Depression in America  (NY: 
Pantheon, 1970). 

18. Tywoniak, Frances Esquibel and Mario T. Garcia. Migrant Daughter: Coming of Age as a 
Mexican American Woman. U California Press, 2000. 

19. Valk, Ann and Leslie Brown. Living with Jim Crow: African American Women and Memories 
of the Segregated South. Palgrave Macmillan, 2010. 


