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This course is the second of two required courses for the public history minor (M.A. or Ph.D.).  Like a 
research seminar we will focus on applied methods and research. We will only meet regularly for the first 
half of the course and then as small groups or individually after that (we will come together for one major 
field trip to Yosemite in March during spring break and at the end for presentations).  Students should be 
prepared to work together on an actual public history project under a tight time deadline.  As our project 
nears completion students may need to meet several times a week as a group or work extra hours on your 
own project—you need to be flexible!  Also, your work for this class will become part of a large and 
important project where excellence is a requirement not an option.  Like all public history projects in real 
life you must make the commitment up front to complete your work on time with careful attention to 
detail and quality.  Those not significantly contributing to the project by mid-semester will be asked to 
drop the course.    
 
PROJECT BACKGROUND AND OBJECTIVES:  
 
Yosemite Administrative History: Part 1 
 
Our project for this year will be the research and writing of an administrative history for Yosemite 
National Park.  This project offers fantastic opportunities for students to play a direct role in shaping a 
nationally significant research effort.  The administrative history will serve researchers and park managers 
for years to come and will likely be read by a wide audience after publication.  Yosemite sets the agenda 
for the NPS in many ways and our work will have an impact far beyond the granite walls of the park.     
 
This project is being coordinated by the NPS Western Regional Office in Seattle with support from 
Yosemite National Park and funded with a grant from the NPS via the Great Basin CESU.  UNLV was 
awarded the grant and opportunity to work on this significant project because our public history program 
has a track record of turning out creatively conceived quality work.  The NPS Western Regional office is 
committed to working with university faculty and graduate students to complete work that would 
normally be competitively bid out to private consultants.   
 
We have three primary goals for the next year.  First, we will complete all of the background secondary 
research and plan the design of the administrative history.  Second, we will explore the primary resources 
in Yosemite and elsewhere that will become the basis of the project and work toward a draft outline.  
Finally, we will meet with park officials and learn about competing for and completing public history 
projects sponsored by the federal government.  By the end of the two-semester course, a student can 
expect to have no less than a working knowledge of national park history, experience in research in 
national park archives, and a handle on what an administrative history is and how one might undertake 
such a project. 
 
This project will challenge you on many different levels.  I can promise that by the end of the semester 
you will have a very good idea about the skills and temperament required to be a successful public 
historian.   
 
During the summer of 2005 there will be two different Yosemite opportunities associated with this 
project.   There will be several internships for HIST 795 credit and there will also be a NPS Field School 



that can be used to fulfill your HIST 795 requirement.  The Field School will take graduate students from 
a variety of different disciplines into National Parks during intensive summer sessions to learn how to 
apply historical research methods to the specific problems facing NPS cultural resource management 
staff.  In the summer of 2005 students will be in Yosemite National Park’s spectacular high Sierra region 
researching historic trails and camps.   
 
During the Fall of 2005 HIST 750 Yosemite part II will be offered for those who miss the spring class.  
It will also be open to those who wish to continue with the project and see it through.  One of problems 
with 750 is that few students get to see a project through to some sort of satisfying conclusion in only one 
semester.  Students in the past have wished for more time.  To answer this concern 750 is being offered as 
a full year course with a possible 9 credits all on the same continuous project.    
 
 
REQUIRED READINGS: 
 

1. Runte, Yosemite: The Embattled Wilderness 
2. Sellars, Preserving Nature in the National Parks 
3. Spence, Dispossessing the Wilderness 
4. Carr, Wilderness by Design 
5. Rothman, The New Urban Park & Golden Gate Administrative History 
6. Greene, Yosemite CRM 
7. Kirk & Palmer, Yosemite MPD 

 
RECOMMENDED: 
(These recommendations will be more important for some than others—wait before you start) 
 

1. McClelland, Building the National Parks 
2. Roper, Camp 4 
3. Cohen, The History of the Sierra Club 
4. Muir, Our National Parks 
5. Foresta, America’s National Parks and Their Keepers 
6. Runte, National Parks: The American Experience 
7. Righter, The Battle Over Hetch Hetchy  
 

 
There is a very large bibliography of Yosemite sources in your reader.  Depending on the aspect of park 
history you are assigned you will need to read deeply in the sources related to your topic and search for 
new sources not listed.     
 
WEB RESOURCES: 
 
Obviously there are a host of web resources useful for this project.  Below is a list that you should all look 
at right away.  
 
Online NPS history books: 
http://www.cr.nps.gov/history/online_books/history.htm 
http://www.cr.nps.gov/history/online_books/wirth2/ 
http://www.cr.nps.gov/history/online_books/anps/anps_toc.htm 
 
Online resources for NPS Administrative Histories 
http://www.cr.nps.gov/history/HISNPS/NPSHistory/adminhistory.htm 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
ASSIGNMENTS: 
 

1. Attend all classes 
2. Complete assigned readings and construct reading list for your individual project 
3. Participate in Yosemite trip (if this is impossible for you please let us know ASAP) 
4. Research, write and revise a section of the actual administrative history. 

 
COURSE SCHEDULE 
 
PART I: READINGS IN METHOD & PRACTICE 
 
JAN  19—Introduction—Project overview, scheduling & logistics  
 
JAN 26—Yosemite—Read Runte  
 
FEB 2—The National Parks—Read Sellars 
 
FEB 9—Native Americans—Read Spence 
 
FEB 16—Building Nature in the National Parks—Read Carr 
 
FEB 23—Administrative history for the Park & the Public—Read Rothman both versions  
 
MAR 2—Project Assignments & Planning—We will make individual and group assignments today 
and begin preparations to launch into the research phase of the course for the rest of the semester  
 
MAR 9th—Meet with David Louter, NPS Western Regional Historian and Yosemite administrative 
history project coordinator  
 
MAR 16—Work on individual assignments in preparation for our Yosemite trip 
 
MAR 20-25 YOSEMITE TRIP 
 
PART II: Research  
 
Abandon your family, sell your TV, send the dog to the kennel so that you may become one with public 
history.   
 
MAR 30-APR 20—Individual Research & Drafts.  You must schedule an individual meeting with either 
Prof. Rothman or Kirk or both to discuss your progress during this period.      

 
 
APR 27-MAY 11—Meet again (regular time regular place) for individual presentations and 
discussion of final drafts and rewrites.   
 
All final drafts due to Prof. Kirk by Friday May 13th   
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 


