
HIST 750: Public History 
Monday 4:00-6:45 
WRI C-223 
Profs. Greg Hise and Andy Kirk 
5-1012 / hise@unlv.ed 
5-3544 / andy.kirk@unlv.edu 
 
Objective: This course will introduce students to issues involved in the work of public history.  Its 
primary intent is to ready students to translate the historian’s craft of research, analysis, and 
communication of content and context and to put these into practice.  This semester we will 
emphasize the interpretation of traditional and alternative primary source material and the 
pragmatic and ethical considerations of presenting our findings to an audience that extends 
beyond the academy.  Students will undertake extensive individual and group research on an 
actual public history project.  Participants will curate an online exhibition drawn from the 
Southern California Edison Collection, a 70,000 image archive of metropolitan growth in greater 
Los Angeles during the twentieth century.  The exhibits you curate will be modeled on an 
initiative the Getty Research Institute is sponsoring to document “Los Angeles Architecture, 
1940-1990.”  Throughout the semester we will work closely with Priscilla Finley and Cory 
Lampert (Lied Library) whose expertise in content, web design, and the architecture of digital 
archives is fundamental for our enterprise.  Prior experience in the public history colloquium is 
recommended. 
 
Responsibilities and Grading: This course is designed as a workshop.  Typically we meet once 
a week though some weeks you will work independently in lieu of a Monday session.  
Attendance and participation is essential and mandatory; there is no substitute for collective 
learning and collaboration.  Note the assigned reading falls mostly in the first third of the course.  
We expect you to come to these sessions having completed the reading and with notes and 
preferably questions for discussion.  Note too that there is a sequence of assignments that 
cumulate in a final product.  It is essential you complete these in a timely manner so that we can 
conduct peer reviews and then post exhibits and launch the website on schedule.   
Grading reflects the workshop format.   
 Participation and attendance:  30% 
 Assignments and peer review: 40% 
 Exhibit/webpage:   30% 
 
Required Reading: 

Bill Adair, Benjamin Filene, Laura Koloski, Letting Go?: Sharing Historical Authority in a 
User-Generated World (2011) ebook available via Lied Library 
(http://site.ebrary.com/lib/unlv/docDetail.action?docID=10500139) 

Alan Tractenberg, Reading American Photographs: Images as History, Mathew Brady to 
Walker Evans (1990) 

Ian Tyrrell, Historians in Public: The Practice of American History, 1890-1970 (2005) 
Additional book chapters, articles, and technical briefs will be required depending on 

research assignments 
 
Schedule of Meetings and Assignments: 
 
Week 1: University holiday, MLK, Jr. Day – No meeting 
 
 
Week 2: Introduction and Overview (Jan. 28) 
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Assignment:  Browse Omeka website (http://omeka.org/ and 

http://omeka.org/c/index.php?title=View_Sites_Powered_by_Omeka/ for sample 
sites) 

 Sample Southern California Edison Collection (Huntington Digital Library) 
(hdl.huntington.org/cdm/landingpage/collection/p16003coll2)  

 
Reading: Adair et al., “Introduction” (pp.11-15)  
  Tractenberg, “Preface” and Chap. 5 
  Tyrrell, Chap. 1 “What’s Wrong with History?” 
 
 
Week 3: Los Angeles Architecture and the Modern City (Feb. 4) 
 
Assignment: Browse the Edison collection, create image buckets, identify a provisional theme 
 
Reading: Adair et al., “Get Real!” (pp. 56-67) and “Make Yourself at Home” (pp. 138-55) 

Tractenberg, “Epilogue” 
 
 
Week 4: Exhibits for (and in) a Digital Age (Feb. 11) 
 
Assignment: Produce and distribute proposal outlining theme and narrative 
 
Reading: Adair et al., “Participatory Design” (pp. 18-33) 
  Tyrrell, Chap. 5 “Movies Made History” 
 
 
Week 5: University holiday, Presidents’ Day – Independent Work (Feb. 18) 
 
 
Week 6: Exhibit Architecture (Feb. 25) 
 
Reading: Adair et al., “Online Dialogue” (pp. 44-55) and “Community as Curator” (pp. 112-

23) 
 Tyrrell, Chap. 6 “Radio Days” 
 
 
Week 7: Independent Work (March 4) 
 
Assignment: Distribute first cut of images, narrative, and “storyboard” of exhibit design 
 
 
Week 8: Peer Review of Provisional Design (March 11) 
 
Assignment: Prepare assessment of peer proposals 
 
Reading: Bruce Mazlish, “The Art of Reviewing” 

http://www.historians.org/perspectives/issues/2001/0102/0102vie1.cfm  
 



HIST 750 S 2013 
 

3 

 
Week 9: Peer Review (continued) (March 18) 
 
 
Break Week:  No class – Continue Production (March 25-29) 
 
 
Week 10: Independent Work (April 1) 
 
 
Week 11: Re-photography (April 8) 
  
 
Week 12: Hosting and Posting (April 15) 
 
 
Week 13: Final Proof (April 22) 
 
Assignment: Complete final edit 

Files to Library for posting 
 
 
Week 14: Individual Meetings with Instructors (April 29) 
 
 
Week 15: Public Launch and Peer Assessment (May 6) 
 
 
University Memos 
 
Integrity: Academic integrity is a concern for every member of the UNLV community.  Principles 
of academic honesty include and incorporate respect for the intellectual property of others.  
Each student has an obligation to protect their own academic work from misuse by others as 
well as to avoid using another’s work as one’s own.  The instructors will uphold this code and 
expect you to do the same.  Plagiarism, including the submission of work produced for another 
course, will result in a failing grade for the course and a referral to Academic Affairs (see 
http://studentconduct.unlv.edu/misconduct/policy.html for definitions and policies).   
 
Copyright: The University requires all members of its community to familiarize themselves with 
and to follow copyright and fair use requirements. You are individually and solely responsible for 
violations of copyright and fair use laws. The University will neither protect nor defend you nor 
assume any responsibility for employee or student violations of fair use laws. Violations of 
copyright laws could subject you to federal and state civil penalties and criminal liability, as well 
as disciplinary action under University policies. To familiarize yourself with copyright and fair use 
policies, you are encouraged to consult http://www.unlv.edu/committees/copyright/. 
 
Tutoring: The Academic Success Center (ASC) provides tutoring and academic assistance for 
all UNLV students taking UNLV courses.  Students are encouraged to visit ASC to learn more 
about subjects offered, tutoring times and other academic resources.  The ASC is located 
across from the Student Services Complex, #22 on the current UNLV map. Students may learn 
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more about tutoring services by calling 895-3177 or visiting the tutoring web site at 
http://academicsuccess.unlv.edu/tutoring/. 

 
UNLV Writing Center: One-on-one or small group assistance with writing is available free of 
charge to UNLV students at the Writing Center, located in CDC-3-301. Although walk-in 
consultations are sometimes available, students with appointments will receive priority 
assistance. Appointments may be made in person or by calling 895-3908. A Rebel ID Card, a 
copy requested for the consultation. Additional information is at http://writingcenter.unlv.edu/. 
 
Disability Services and Programs: UNLV complies with the provisions set forth in Section 504 of 
the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, offering 
reasonable accommodations to qualified students with documented disabilities. If you require 
accommodations you will need to contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) for the 
coordination of services. DRC is located in the Student Services Complex (SSC), Room 137.  
Numbers are: Voice 895-0866, TDD 895-0652, fax 895-0651, web 
http://studentlife.unlv.edu/disability/. Please submit a letter of verification in a timely manner, 
preferably before the end of Week 3.   
 
Religious Holidays Policy: Any student missing examinations or any other class work because 
of observance of religious holidays shall be given an opportunity during that semester to make 
up missed work. The make-up will apply to the religious holiday absence only. It shall be the 
responsibility of the student to notify the instructor no later than the last day of late registration 
that you intend to participate in religious holidays which do not fall on state holidays of the 
assignment (if possible), and two copies of any writing to be reviewed are or periods of class 
recess. This policy shall not apply in the event that administering the test or examination at an 
alternate time would impose an undue hardship on the instructor or the university that could not 
be avoided.   (See http://catalog.unlv.acalog.com/content.php?catoid=1&navoid=44&bc=1). 
 
Incomplete Grades - The grade of I – Incomplete – can be granted when a student has 
satisfactorily completed all course work up to the withdrawal date of that semester/session but 
for reason(s) beyond the student’s control, and acceptable to the instructor, cannot complete the 
last part of the course, and the instructor believes that the student can finish the course without 
repeating it. A student who receives an I is responsible for making up whatever work was 
lacking at the end of the semester. If course requirements are not completed within the time 
indicated, a grade of F will be recorded and the GPA will be adjusted accordingly. Students who 
are fulfilling an Incomplete do not register for the course but make individual arrangements with 
the instructor who assigned the I grade. 
 
  


